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The  2007  Mississippi  Baptist 
State  Evangelism  Conierence  is 
offering  a  diverse  mix  of  men 
and  women  who  communicate 
the  gospel  effectively  and  cre- 
ativdy.  As  in  recent  years,  the 
conference  consists  of  tf>e  evan¬ 
gelism  conference  itself,  along 
with  a  women's  track  and  a 
track  for  senior  adults. 

According  to  Don  Lum,  direc¬ 
tor  of  evangelism  for  tiie 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 
Board  (MBCB),  conference  is 
for  pi^rs,  ^  course,  but  we 
want  to  invite  laymen,  especially 
to  the  Sunday  ni^t  session."  The 
conference  will  be  held  Jan.  21-23 
at  Pinelake  Church,  Brandon. 
"This  will  be  one  of  ^  best  con¬ 
ferences  we've  had,"  Lum  stated. 

The  State  Women's 
Evangelism  Conference,  Living 
Testimony,  begins  )an.  20.  This 
component  of  the  event  is  spon¬ 
sored  by  the  MBCB  Women's 
Visionaiy  Team,  die  Women's 
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Missionary  Union  (WMU)  direc- 
Women 
Women's 

Women's  enrichment  ministry 

leaders  Area  Five.  Participants 

are  asked  to  meet  at  Crossgates 

Church,  Brandoa  at  a.m.  for 

Pray  over  Brandon,  and  pick  up 

maps  and  receive  other  instruc- 

tions.  The  conference  itself  is  ,  .  , 

from  10:30  a.m.  -  2:30  p.m.  at 

Crossgates,  which  includes 

workshops,  a  luncheon,  and  Boomers /Adapters,  led  by  Larry 
worship.  The  conference  leader-  Mizell,  former  senior  consultant 
ship  includes  Jaye  Martin,  North  with  LifeWay.  After  a  break,  the 
American  Mission  Board  worship  rally  at  10:30  a.m.  will  be 
(NAMB)  Heartcall  leader,  and  led  by  Ridiard  Baker,  McKiiuiey, 
worship  by  Lori  Schuler  and  Texas,  former  chairman  of  music 
ensemble.  Pre-reservations  for  ministries  and  evangelism  at 
lunch  are  required;  for  more  Southwestern  Seminary,  and  Bo 
information,  contact  Kathy  Baker,  McKinney,  who  has 
Bums,  (800)  748-1651,  ext.  324,  worked  in  evangelism  for  over  45 
or,  in  Jackson,  (601)  292-3319;  years  and  has  written  the  words 
enrail  kbums@mbcb.oiv.  for  over  100  sonxp  and  hymns. 

The  Senior  Adult  State  The  Evaitgensm  ConfererKe 
Evangelism  rally  is  Jan.  23,  8  -  itself  begins  Jan.  21  at  Pinelake  at 
11 :45  a.m.  at  Pinelake.  The  gener-  5  p.m.  Worship  will  be  led  by  the 
al  assembly  is  at  8:45  a.m.,  fol-  Pinelake  music  ministry  and  Jeff 
lowed  by  breakout  sessions  at  9  Askew.  Lou  Leventhal,  a 
a.m.  Conferences  include  One-  Christian  illusionist  from 
Won-1,  led  by  Sonny  Adkins,  for-  Canada,  will  perform.  Leventhal 
mer  state  evangelism  director  is  a  preacher  who  is  gifted  in 
and  pastor  of  New  Hebron  using  illusion  to  demonstrate 
Churdt,  New  Hebron;  how  take  the  thin^  of  the  world 
Experiencing  Evannlism  are  and  how  real  me  presence  of 
Throu^  Your  Spiritual  Giro,  led  Jesus  is.  His  will  be  an  evanwlis- 
by  Ferris  Jordan,  former  profes-  tic  presentation  —  literally  nun- 


What  the  world 


us  seeking  whom  he  may 
devour  (Iraer  5:8). 

What  the  world  needs  in 
2007  is  what  the  world  has 
always  needed:  jesus.  Jesus 
Chi^  the  Son  o(  Cjod  and 
Savior  at  the  world.  It  just 
seems  the  world  rw^s 
Jesus  more  and  more  with 
eve^  passing  wjir. 

If  the  wond  kiw 


When  the  Berlin  Wall 
came  do%vn  18  years 
ago  last  month,  the 
world  rejoiced.  The  vast  con¬ 
crete  and  haihed  wire  scar 
running  for  miles  acmes  the 
German  countryside,  so 
vividly  symbolic  of  the  gr^t 
divide  between  rival  (Politi¬ 
cal  ideol^ies.  was  no  more. 
Tne  old  Soviet 

«  Union  quickiv 
crumbled  and  mil¬ 
lions  of  (>eople 
breathed  free  for 
die  first  time. 

Liberty  had  tri¬ 
umphed'  at  last, 
and  many  of  us 
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•w  Jesus 

in  2007,  Tutsis  and  Hutus 
would  join  in  brother¬ 
hood.  Chechens  and 
Russians  would  put  aside 
their  political  differences 
for  a  far  greater  cause.  All 
the  ethnic  groups  in  the 
^Ikans  would  gather  in 
friendship  to  raise  one 
' — 'orship  to  the  Light  of 
the  world.  Warring  factions  all 
over  the  world  would  earnestly 
seek  the  Heavenly  Father,  not 


An  especially  cruel  situa-  voice  in  w( 
tion  continues  in  the  Darfur 
region  of  Sudan,  where  mas¬ 
sive  destruction  of  life  is  a 
daily  tragedy  under  the 
apparent  endorsement  (or  at 
least  apathy)  of  the  Sudanese 
government.  North  Koreans  happen  is  if  people  every- 
nave  starved  by  the  millions,  where  know  Christ,  and  the 
while  the  government  carries  only  way  people  will  ever 
on  its  pursuit  of  nuclear  know  Christ  is  through  the 
wea(>ons  and  the  missiles  to  witness  of  Christians.  It's  that 
deliver  those  weapons.  Iran  simple  (Matthew  28:18-20).  If 
continues  to  be  a  charnel  not  us,  then  who? 
house,  and  other  parts  of  the  The  historians  who  obserc’ed 
Middle  East  appear  ready  to  the  fall  of  the  Berlin  Wall  in 
explode  at  any  time.  1989  were  right  about  one  thing 

Anyone  who  remotely  —  history  will  end.  They're  just 
doubts  the  presence  of  the  devil  off  on  the  date  by  a  little  bit.  If 
and  his  evil  schemes  in  the  2007  is  the  year,  may  our  Lord 
workings  of  this  world  must  and  Savior  be  able  to  say  to  us. 
have  his/her  head  in  the  sand.  "Well  done,  good  and  faithful 
He  is  real,  and  he  roams  among  servant."  (Matthew  25:21 ) 


soon  sweep  the  years  ago.  vjuiie  tne  contrary, 
world.  A  young  gen-  The  evil  one,  the  father  of 
eration  has  grown  up  confusion  and  strife  and  misery 
never  knowing  the  and  death,  would  have  it  no 
fear  that  came  along  other  way. 
with  the  Wall.  Many  Since  those  heady  of 

historians  even  the  late  1960s  and  early  9(k,  we 
referred  to  the  coming  have  witnessed  genocide  on  a 
era  as  "the  end  of  his-  scale  not  seen  in  more  than  a 
tory."  They  were  half-century.  Political  and  tribal 
^  Je  were  wrong.  conflicts  in  many  parts  of  the 

Evm  thou^  communism,  the  world  have  resulted  in  the 
great  enemy  of  our  way  of  life,  slaughter  of  millions  of  inno- 
and  its  Jiarsh  dictatorships  have  cent  men,  women,  and  chil- 
fikied  in  many  (>arts  of  the  world,  dren.  Seething  grievances, 
it's  still  around  —  and  in  the  some  of  them  many  centuries 
meantiine  new,  even  more  trou-  old,  have  erupted  in  mass  mur- 
bling  tiueats  have  arisen  lo  test  der  and  civil  wars.  Religious 
our  mettle.  Thus  it  has  always  differences  have  led  peo^  to 
been,  and  thus  it  will  a(>parenfiy  kill  people  who  don't  believe  as 
always  be.  Histoiy  has  not  they  do.  Sadly,  mass  graves  are 
ended,  as  we  eupnemisticallY  still  being  discovered. 
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At  the  Mi&sions  Banquet 
during  the  Mississippi 
Bai  )tist  Convention, 

E)avid  fmchei,  associate  execu¬ 
tive  director  for  missions  exten¬ 
sion  at  the  Mississi(>pi  Ba(>tist 
Convention  Board,  used  the 
words  (>entecostal  and  a(>06- 
tolk.  He  stressed  their  origifuil 
meanings.  I  realized  we  nave 
allowed  others  to  define  our 
words,  and  have  ceased  using 
good  words  because  others  mis¬ 
use  them.  I  suggest  we  recon¬ 
sider  dte  followmg  words: 

•  Fundamentalist.  This 
word  came  from  the  title  of  a 
four-volume  set  of  essays  by 
notable  Christians  (xiblisned  in 
1909  under  the  name  The 
Fundamentals.  The  essays 
countered  rising  liberalism  and 
promoted  five  non-negotiable 
nindamentals  to  the  faitn. 

The  five  fundamentals  were: 
1 )  the  bible  is  truthful,  accurate 
and  infallible;  2)  Jesus  was  bom 
of  a  virgin  and  was  sinless;  3) 
Jesus  dM  vicariously  for  sin¬ 
ners;  4)  He  arose  raysically 
from  the  dead;  and  5)  Je^  will 
physically  return  again. 

1  suspect  that  most  Southern 
Baptists  Detieve  these  five  funda¬ 
mentals.  If  you  da  then  techni¬ 
cally  you  are  a  fundamentalist. 

Our  modem  media  mostly 
use  the  word  to  refer  to  terror¬ 
ists,  or  to  any  religious  (>eople 
who  behave  irrationally. 
Remember  logic  in  school?  All 
cows  are  mammals,  but  not  all 


•  Saint.  In  the  early  fourth 
century,  our  ancestors  in  the  faith 
began  to  teach  that  salvation  was 
not  bv  grace,  as  taught  in  the 
Bible, “but  by  works.  Tney  di\id- 
ed  sins  into  major  sins  ^id  for 
bv  Christ  on  the  cross,  and  small 
sins  for  which  believers  must 
(lay.  The  church  then  decided 
that  some  believers  w-ere  su(«er 
Christians  who  had  an  excess  of 
good  deeds  to  (>ay  for  their  (per¬ 
sonal  sins.  For  a  price,  our  spri- 
tual  ancestors  said  they  could 
transfer  these  excess  good  deeds, 
mammals  are  cows.  All  terror-  The  adjective  (lentecostal  or  merit  to  the  account  of  com- 
ists  may  be  fundamentalist,  refers  to  the  events  of  the  sec-  mon  sinners.  These  su()er 
but  not  all  fundamentalists  are  ond  chapter  of  Acts.  As  B^tists  Christians  were  labeled  saints, 
terrorists.  However,  the  main-  we  believe  that  we  serve  Gm  in  Though  not  in  the  Bible,  this 
stream  media  usually  the  (lower  that  He  supplies,  became  and  remains  the  teaching 
describes  fundamentalists  as  and  not  in  our  flesh  (I  Peter  of  the  Cafiiolic  Churdi.  However, 
intolerant,  slope-browed  4:10-11).  Romans  12:4-9  teaches  die  term  saint  comes  from  the 
Neanderthals  with  little  Intel-  that  God  distributes  gifts  to  us  Latin  word  sanctua.  a  translation 
lect  and  much  hatred.  I  will  as  He  decides,  not  as  we  may  of  the  Greek  word  hagio^,  which 
not  allow  others  to  define  who  choose.  We  are  to  serve  Him  meant  holy.  In  me  New 
I  am,  or  wJiat  I  believe.  through  His  gifts  and  in  His  Testament,  all  genuine  followers 

•  Pentecostal.  The  second  strength.  Our  oest  abilities  are  of  Christ  were  called  saints 
cha(iter  of  Acts  describes  the  inferior  and  inefficient  com-  (Romans  1:7, 1  Corindiians  1:2,  2 
events  that  occurred  during  the  (lared  to  what  He  supplies.  Corinthians  1:1,  and  manv  more). 
Jewish  Pentecost  celebration.  We  have  allowed  a  segment  The  New  Testament  referred  to 
about  ten  days  after  Jesus  of  Christianity  to  corrupt  this  saints  sixty  times,  and  every  time 
ascended  to  heaven.  The  disci-  excellent  word.  The  New  saints  were  regular  believers,  nqt 
pies  were  waiting  in  the  irofier  Testament  teaches  not  only  su()ct  Chrisfians.  If  you  are  a 
room  as  instructed  by  Jesus  about  the  Holy  Spirit,  but  also  Christiaa  you  are  a  saint 
when  the  Holy  SfMrit  was  given,  the  Father  and  the  Son.  It  Let  us  not  allow  others  to 
Their  power  then  came  from  the  instructs  us  in  self-control  and  define  our  words.  Now,  don't 
indwellim  Holy  Sfiirit.  Without  about  working  in  the  Holy  you  feel  better  kno%ving  that 
the  Holy  S(>irit  they  were  terri-  Spirit.  We  are  commanded  to  you  are  actually  a  fundamental- 
fied  bemind  doors.  With  the  be  filled  with  the  Holy  Spirit,  isL  (rentecostal  saint? 

Holy  Spirit  they  boldly  con-  and  to  let  God  decide  who  gete  - 

fronted  the  lost  and  (lerrormed  wJiat  gift.  Let  us  redeem  tnis  The  author  may  be  reached  at 
miracles  and  healings.  wonderful  word.  ricldiettson9aol.com. 
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WashingKm  don't  kniyH-  who  the 
Assyrians  are.'  said  Rodgers, 
who  organized  a  Dec.  4  rally  out¬ 
side  the  White  House  K>  protest 
the  tn^atment  ot  Assyrians  who 
indude  Christiarrs.'  Catholics, 
and  Orthodox  Church  members. 

'It's  hi^y  persorud  tor  me 
because  so  mimv  of  nw  relatix'es 
(are)  there.'  added  Rodgers  a 
Chicago  native  whose^Mrents 
erni^ted  from  Iraq,  "lliev're 
sui&ing  from  violeiKe,  lade  of 
io^  and  persecution.  We're 
Deing  isolated  for  our  foith.' 

In  addition  to  petitions  circu¬ 
lating  on  the  Internet  the  US 
Commission  on  International 
Religious  Freedom  (USCIRF) 
has  urwd  granting  refugee  sta-  start  doing  that  we  haven't  priests  have  been  beheaded, 
tus  to  mese  persecuted  bnievets.  seen  that  nappen  yd.'  Tad  churches  bombed,  and  there's 
In  November,  the  USCIRF  Stahnke  told  Mptist  Press.  "We  a  recent  report  of  a  crucifixion 
wrote  to  Paula  Dobriansky,  still  remain  cotKemed."  of  a  teenage  boy. 

U.S.  urulersecretary  of  state  It  is  hiir  to  say  the  U.S.  gov-  "The  United  Nations  refugee 
for  democracy  and  global  eminent  has  done  something  report  has  determined  thev  are 
affairs,  urging  her  to  expand  about  the  situation  bv  providing  being  targeted  for  their  faith, 
refugee  options  for  the  funds  to  the  UNHCR.  Stahnke 
ChafooAssyrian  aiMl  Sabean  said,  but  other  issues  the  agen^ 

Mandean  communities.  raised  have  yet  to  be  addressea. 

It  also  asked  Dobrianskv  to  Concern  for  Iraqi  Christiai|is 
urge  the  United  Nations  Bigh  extends  beyond  refugee  sta- 
Commissioner  for  Refugees  tus.  At  least  two  groups  have 
(UNHCR)  to  resume  full  refugee  started  electronic  petitions 
status  for  Iraqi  asylum  seekers  calling  for  special  protection 
and  speedil>'  assess  daims.  of  religious  minorities. 

In  a  Dec.  7  letter  of  response,  Christians  for  Assyrians  of 
Dobriansky  said  the  govern-  Iraq  (CAI)  started  ite  petition 
ment  is  concerned  about  Iraqi  (http://ninevehplains.word- 
refugees'  plight.  She  pouited  Gwess.com/)  in  mid-November, 
outme  government  has  fund-  The  Canadian-based  Council  of 
ed  the  International  Catholic  Assyrian  Research  and 
Migration  Conference  to  pro-  Development  has  also  posted  a 
vi^  emergency  financial,  petition  at  www.cardoruine.org. 
material,  and  social  service  Both  call  for  creating  a  spe- 
assistance  to  refugees  in  cial  administrative  unit  in 
Iordan.  Syria  and  Lebanon.  northern  Iraq.  CAI  says  that 
In  addition.  Dobriansky  said  will  allow  Assyrians  anohther 
the  U.S.  has  strongly  urged  the  Christians  to  practice  their 
United  Nations  High  faith,  speak  and  teach  their  lan- 
Commissioner  for  Refugees  guage,  and  work  their  land 
accelerate  the  pace  of  its  withtuit  fear  of  persecution 
refugee  status  determination  USCIRF  Commissioner 
screenings  and  refer  Iraqis  who  Nina  Shea  said  these  Christians 
need  resettlement.  are  caught  between  supportei> 

"The  U5.  will  proxide  fund-  of  the  war  in  Irau  who  don't 
ing  to  kex-  L'NHCK  offices  in  the  want  ti^  acknowledge  there  are 
region  to  enharwe  their  capacitx  problems  and  those  against  the 
to  process  such  referrals  and  ha»  war  who  shun  discussions  of 
receix'ed  assurarwes  from  these  human  rights, 
offices  that  they  will  begin  In  the  middle  are  numerous 

immediately  to  nriakt'  referrals,"  innocent  victims,  said  Shea, 

Dobrianskx  wrote.  who  lec'ently  briefed  the  Iraq  Carev 

Hoxvex-w,  deputx  fcdirecior  Study  .Cn>up  abt^ut  human 
hx  pol^-  at  the  L’.S.  Commission  rights  conditions  there, 
on  International  RelijgicHis  "Thev  are  being  blud- 

Frevdom  doesn't  interpn.4  the  let-  geoned  bx  the  Islam ic  extrem- 
ter  as  offering  anv  commitments  ists."  «}aid  Shea,  a  senior  fel- 
tu  grant  ixHugee  status,  U>w  at  the  Hudson  Institute 

^While  the  letter  sugge>ts  and  director  tit  the  Center  for 
the  agency  has  promi^^  to  Religious  Freedom  "Their 
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GATHERING  TO  WORSHIP  —  More  than  2(X)  people  meet  each  week  at  the  National  Evangelical 
Bap^  Church  in  Baghdad,  which  opened  in  lanuaiy  2004.  Reports  indicate  people  are  acc^ing 
Christ  and  being  bapnzed  each  week  at  the  first  Baptist  church  ever  established  in  Iraq,  and  a  second 
church  will  start  soon.  (BP  photo) 


However,  the  common 
thread  for  all  is  thev  are  being 
forced  to  flee  or  live  under 
oppressive  wnditions  for  the 
"crime"  of  not  being  Muslim, 
added  Shea,  a  speaker  at  the 
White  House  rally. 

Pointing  out  that  in  1940 
one-third  of  Baghdad's  popula¬ 
tion  was  Jewi^  compared  to 
only  25  Jews  across  all  of  Iraq 
today.  Shea  said  the  same  thing 
is  hwpening  to  Christians. 

"There's  a  saying  in  Iraq  that 
after  Saturday  comes  Sund^,'' 
Shea  said.  "It's  been  in  grafnti; 
it's  on  the  walls.  That  means 
after  the  Jews  come  the 
Christians.  The  Jews  have  all 
left  (except)  an  elderly  remnant 
that's  loo  old  to  leave. 

"Now  the  Christians  are 
being  driven  out.  I  don't  see  a 
way  forward  for  unless 

there  is  this  administrative  dis¬ 
trict.  For  humanitarian  reasons, 
we  need  to  grant  refugee  status 
to  those  wh<.>  want  to  leave." 


An  auctum  is  -^rheduled  tor  10  a.m.  on  Jan  11  at  the  C  larke  College 
campus  in  Newton  to  dispi^se  ot  the  remaining  personal  pn>pt.*rt\  tmm 
the  college  buildings.  The  college  has  been  closed  tor  tour  \  ears. 


While  the  si'hool  is  not  ciwdiicational,  Blue  Mounlam  c  olli  ge  rejHiri'- 
that  nine  pastors  are  ni>v\  enrollisl.  1he\  do  not  parttcip.ife  in  student 
acii\ities,  but  do  their  class  work  at  the  college 


You  Can  Respond 
Right  Now! 

Simply  share  the  folloumg  prayer 
iwT&d  in  your  own  word& 

1.  Loid,  I  admit  that  I  need  you. 
(I  have  ahuted.) 

2.  I  want  formveness  for  my 
sins  and  freedom  from  eternal 
death.  (I  repent.) 

3. 1  believe  Jesus  died  and  rose 
from  the  grave  to  forgive  my 
sins  and  to  restore  my  rela¬ 
tionship  with  you. 

(I  believe  in  Jesus.) 

4.  By  faith,  I  invite  Jesus 
Christ  into  my  life.  From  dus 
time  on,  I  want  to  live  in  a  lov¬ 
ing  relationship  with  Him.  (I 
re^ve  Christ  as  my  Savior 
and  Lord.) 

“But  as  many  as  received  him, 
to  them  he  gave  the  right  to  become 
children  of  Old,  even  to  those  who 
believe  in  his  name."  (John  1:12) 

If  you  rruike  a  decision  for 
fesus  Christ  today,  contact  a 
local  Baptist  church  for  spiritu¬ 
al  guidance. 


What  To  Do  With 
Youk  Old  Year 

The  New  Year  2007  is  here!  It 
is  exciting  for  wc  have  just  been 
given  365  fresh,  unused,  untar¬ 
nished  dayiB.  There  is  always  a 
sense  of  excitement  a  kind  of 
glowing  anticipation  when  dw 
New  Year  arrives.  It  seems  to 
have  some  of  the  emotional 
overflow  duit  filled  our  hearts 
at  Christmas  when  we 
unwrapped  the  packages  won- 
deriitg  what  we  were  going  to 
fiivd.^cept  this  uke  die 
heart  of  die  gift  of  Qiristmas,  is 
a  cherished  present  from  God 
—  time.  What  do  you  do  with 
your  old  year?  After  the 
Christmas  celebration  especial¬ 
ly  with  kids  and  grandkids 
mere  is  usually  a  pile  of  trash 
diat  must  be  discarded.  Theie 
are  boxes,  wrapping  paper,  the 
residue  from  meal  prepvation, 
and  on  and  on  it  goes.  You 
know  what  to  do  with  diat.  1 
have  known  people  though 
that  saved  boxes,  wrapping 
paper;  and  a  lot  of  die  stun  diat 
seemed  to  be  leftovers.  I  won¬ 
dered  why  you  would  keep  all 
of  that  stuff.  By  the  same  token 
some  people  coming  to  the 
New  Year  tend  to  just  take  the 
old  year  and  store  it  up  with  all 
of  the  other  old  years  mat  are  in 
their  mental  and  emotional 
closet.  One  diing  is  for  sure 
about  the  old  year  and  that  is 
you  cannot  go  back  and  do, 
undo,  or  redo  anything  that 
happened.  The  march  of  time 
moves  only  in  one  direction. 
Even  though  we  are  pushed 
along  into  ^  New  Year,  maybe 
there  are  some  things  that  we 
can  do  widi  the  old  year  that 
will  help  us  in  the  days  ahead. 
The  Apostle  Paul,  in 
Philippians  3:13-14,  may  pro¬ 
vide  some  insights  for  us  aTOut 
the  old  year  as  well  as  the  new. 

One  thing  diat  wc  can  do 
with  die  old  year  is  evaluate. 
While  we  fcxirs  on  the  things 
diat  are  ahead,  this  is  a  great 
time  to  spend  a  few  moments 
Icxiking  in  the  rear  view  mirror. 
What  did  you  do  with  the 
525,600  minutes  of  last  year? 
What  happened  to  the  resolu¬ 
tions  diat  you  made  last  year? 


‘Virecti^s 


Jim  Futral,  executive  director-treasurer 
Mississippi  Baptist  Conventicm  Board 


Instead  of  making  a  new  list  of 
those  dungs,  thi^  a  moment 
and  make  a  list  of  die  diings  diat 
you  wanted  to  do,  intended  to 
accomplish,  and  were  not  able 
to  pull  off  last  year.  In 
Philippians  3:13,  the  Apostle 
Paul  says,  "I  have  not  appre¬ 
hended,^'  meaning  he  had  not 
attained  all  of  the  goals  he  had 
for  his  life  and  he  recognized 
that.  Just  to  focus  on  die  diings 
that  you  failed  to  do  or  were  not 
able  to  accomplish  could  be  dis¬ 
couraging  and  demoralizing, 
but  if  m  your  evaluation  you  aw 
honestly  in  your  heart  and 
before  me  Lora  you  may  begin 
to  see  from  locddng  into  last  year 
how  it  got  off  trade  and  make  a 
correction.  What  could  be  done 
with  just  a  little  more  commit¬ 
ment,  better  prioritizing  of  your 
time,  and  giving  more  si^fi- 
cance  to  die  things  that  are  real¬ 
ly  significant?  At  times  it  is 
important  just  to  pay  attention 
to  doing  something,  and  it  will 
make  a  difference. 

At  the  height  of  those  dark 
depression  years  of  die  1930's, 
President  Rfoosevelt  called  his 
cabinet  together  and  chal¬ 
lenged  them  in  their  area  of 
responsibility  to  do  something 
to  Wip  get  the  economy  and 
our  country  moving  forward 
again.  What  he  told  them  was 
to  try  a  lot  of  different  things. 
The  things  that  did  not  work, 
don't  do  them  anymore;  do  the 
things  that  did  work  more. 

A  second  thing  that  I  would 
encourage  you  to  do  ivith  your 
old  year  is  to  celebrate.  Before 
you  get  too  down  and  discour¬ 
aged,  pick  out  those  things  in 
your  life  that  were  in  fact  great 
moments  of  joy.  Segment  your 
life  into  areas  of  personal  expe¬ 
riences,  professional  achieve¬ 
ments,  or  private  moments  of 


delight.  In  every  person's  life 
diere  are  those  wonderful  sun¬ 
shiny  days  when  die  atmos- 
c4iere  is  j^  right  and  die  rela¬ 
tionships  are  l^thy,  but  diey 
are  always  mixed  with  days  of 
clouds  and  cold,  and  it  seems 
like  you  are  battling  widi  die 
elmimts  around  you.  Well,  pick 
out  die  good  times  and  bmre 
you  rush  ahead  diank  God  for 
those  moments  diat  meant  so 
mu<^  to  you  and  your  family. 
No  one  is  immune  to  moments 
of  pain,  loss,  failure,  and  deep 
frustration.  On  die  other  hand 
virtually  everyone  can  make  a 
note  or  births,  blessings,  and 
unexpected  toudies  of  God's 
grace  diat  cause  our  hearts  to 
rejoice  and  our  voices  to  shout. 
Take  a  moment  to  reflect  on 
those  warm  and  precious  times 
when  die  love  of  God  seemed  to 
be  so  radiant.  Celebrate! 

Finally,  may  1  suggest  to 
you  from  God's  Word  mat  one 
of  the  things  you  need  to  do 
with  the  old  year  is  to  elimi¬ 
nate.  In  the  words  of  the  Great 
Apostle  he  says,  "Forgetting 
those  which  are 

behind..."  There  are  some 
things  of  the  year  gone  by  that 
you  just  need  to  leave  in  the 
year  gone  by.  Do  not  drag  them 
along  with  you  for  they  will 
burefen  you  down.  Clean  out 
your  emotional  closet  of  those 
things  that  disappointed  you, 
people  who  may  have  hurt 
you,  or  decisions  you  made 
that  had  tragic  coii^uences. 
Be  discriminating  as  you  throw 
away  some  diings. 

I  knew  of  a  man  who  had 
lived  a  life  almost  as  a  hermit  in 
his  home.  After  he  died  diey 
were  trying  to  clean  out  all  of 
the  clutter  ne  had  accumulated 
over  decades.  There  were  mag¬ 
azines  and  newspapers  stacks 


in  mountainous  piles  all 
through  the  home.  Hie  remain¬ 
ing  family  members  set  out  to 
clean  it  up.  Almost  by  chance  as 
they  started  to  haul  off  all  of  the 
debris  someone  flipping 
through  a  magazine  discovered 
diat  money  was  hidden  in  die 
pages.  Bills  of  variqus  denomi¬ 
nations  and  many  of  them  large 
bills  were  found.  They  immecU- 
ately  begin  to  be  more  careful 
about  what  they  got  rid  of  as 
they  searched  for  the  small 
pieces  of  |>aper  imbedded  in 
die  trash  that  were  so  valuable. 
The  trash  is  wordiless  and 
needs  to  be  disposed  of,  but  as 
you  look  dirou^  last  year  keep 
the  valuable  and  eliminate 
some  of  diose  things  diat  will 
do  little  more  in  your  spiritual 
or  emotional  life  than  attract 
bugs  and  varmints. 

How  do  you  get  rid  of  that 
stuff  from  last  year  that  seems 
to  plague  your  You  can  give 
and  receive  forgiveness. 
Instead  of  packing  up  all  of 
those  hurtful  things,  draping 
them  around  your  heart,  and 
pulling  them  along  day  after 
day,  dispose  of  all  of  the  debris 
by  leaving  it  widi  the  Lord  and 
moving  on.  I  know  of  people 
who  have  loaded  up  tons  of 
hurt  and  tried  to  carry  it  for 
decades.  The  only  thing  it 
accomplishes  is  breaking  their 
back  and  attracting  other  oitter- 
ness  to  come  and  find  its  way 
into  the  pile  of  pain.  You  cannot 

fo  back  into  2006  and  relive  it, 
ut  one  of  the  miracles  offered 
to  each  of  us  by  our  wonderful 
Lord  is  that  He  can  change 
those  things.  He  can  forgive 
you,  you  can  forgive  others, 
and  you  will  find  ^t  the  year 
ahead  will  be  different  because 
you  took  the  time  to  eliminate 
some  of  the  things  of  the  past. 
The  Scripture  says  that  when 
God  forpves  us  He  forgives 
our  sins  and  remembers  diem 
no  more.  Eliminate  some  of 
those  things  gone  by  and  allow 
God  to  empower  you  to  cap¬ 
ture  the  future. 

Happy  New  Year! 

The  author  may  be  contacted  at 
P.O.  Box  530,  Jacl^n,  MS  39205- 
0530.  E-mail:  jfutral9mbcb.org. 
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WASHINGTON  (BP)  —  Depictions  of  religion  on  broadcast 
television  plummeted  during  mt  latest  season,  according  to  a 
new  study  by  the  Parents  Tuevision  Council.  In  addition,  nM- 
atiye  porteyals  of  rriigion  surpassed  positive  ones  sli^dy,  the 
PTC  reported  Dec.  14. 

The  analysis  of  prime-time  programming  on  die  six  com¬ 
mercial  broadcast  networks  for  uw  2005-06  season  shoived 
diere  were  only  1,425  depictions  of  religion,  a  39%  drop 
from  2003-04.  when  diere  were  2,344  portrayals.  During  diat 
timeframe,  the  portrayals  of  religion  were  35%  negative, 
'34%  and  27%  neutral  or  mixed,  according  to  PTC.  Hw  con¬ 
text  of  four  percent  of  die  treatments  did  not  enable  a  judg¬ 
ment  to  be  made,  PTC  reported. 

Among  the  findings  of  die  study: 

•  Fox  dominated  m  die  negative  portrayals  of  religion,  widi 
50%  of  its  depictions  in  that  category 

•  CBS  led  in  positive  depletions,  with  47%  favorable 
toward  rriigion. 

•  UPN  was  last,  with  only  19%  posidveportrayals. 

The  study  covered  proaamming  from  Sept  1,  2005  to  Aug. 
31, 2006.  The  report  tifiedPaith  in  a  Box  20^2006,  is  avaUabte 
online  at  www.parentstv.org. 


I 


r 


1.  Martin  Lkcnwd  to  Ministry,  Trinity  Church,  Philadelphia 
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2.  GA  Recognition  Service,  Fair  River  Church,  Brookhaven 
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3.  White  Ordained  to  Ministry,  Big  Creek  Church,  Big  Creek 

1119  Missisappi  Churches 
Can’t  Be  Wrong. 

More  than  1 100  churches  throughout  Mississippi  put 

their  faith  in  Wellington  Associates  for  comprehensive 
insurance  services  including  property,  general,  and  specific 
liability,  vehicle,  woricers  compensation,  and  other  coverages. 

Wellington  guarantees  a  quality  program,  customized 
for  your  ministry,  at  the  most  competitive  premium  rates. 


For  references  and  more 
irtformation,  call  Mike  Brooks  at 
601  •420-0174  or  1-800-442-0290. 


1.  J.  Shayne  Martin  was 
licensed  to  the  ministry  in 
November  by  'IVinity 
Church,  Philadelphia. 
Shown  are  Gamble  Martia 
Martin,  and  W.T.  Porter. 

2.  Fair  River  Church, 
Brookhaven,  recently  held 
a  GA  reco^tion  service. 
Shown  are  Haley  Nations, 
Rainee  Luper,  Julianna 
Felchle,  Rac^l  McDaniel, 
Ally  Francis,  Kennedy 
Branton,  Leah  Thornhill, 
and  Marlee  FraiKis. 

3.  Big  Creek  Church,  Big 
Creek,  ordained  Matthew 
White  to  the  gospel  min¬ 
istry  Oct.  22.  Slwwn  are  Jim 
Warner,  Chris  Conlee, 
White,  and  Jinuny  Gaskin. 

4.  First  Church,  Leland,  recent¬ 
ly  honored  the  late  William 
C.  arwl  Dorothy  Watkins  b\’ 
naming  dieir  annual  stew’- 
ardship  lundieon  in  their 
memory.  The  Watkins  left 
their  entire  estate  to  the 
Baptist  Children's  Village 
and  First  Church.  ShowTi  are 
pastor  Joe  Doler,  Jean 
Edwards,  and  Rory  Lee. 

5.  Indian  Springs  Church, 
Jones  County,  hosted  sever¬ 
al  churches  at  a  Mission 
Friends  110th  birthday 
party.  The  children  enjoyed 
games,  crafts,  and  a 
spaghetti  lunch.  Shown  are 
some  of  the  particijjants. 

6.  The  v\  VIu  of  Trinity  Church, 
Fulton,  ser\’ed  the  Itawamba 
CommunitN-  College  stu¬ 
dents  a  ThirnksgiNing  lunch 
Nov  15,  v\ith  over  one  hun¬ 
dred  students  served.  Shown 
are  some  of  the  participants. 

7.  The  children’s  handbell  choir 
from  First  Church,  Potts 
Camp,  traveled  to  Bethanv- 
Church,  Potts  Camp  Nov.  24 
and  performed  for  their 
morning  worship  service. 
Elaine  Humphreys,  leader. 
Shown  are  the  parbdpants. 

8.  The  Lincoln  Countv- 

Associaticm,  First  Church, 
Brookhaven,  Easthaven 
Churdt,  Brookhaven,  aird 
the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  Board  are  host¬ 
ing  a  spiritual  renewal  con- 
fererKe  for  sind«  Jarv  27,  9 
a.m.-l  p.m.,  at  First  Church, 
Brookhaven.  Leaders 

include  Dave  Edwards, 
OklahoTTva  Qty,  Ok.;  Gwen 
Williams  ("Miss  Chocolate"), 
Picayurve;  and  Jan  Halfotd- 
Tawwatters,  Brarwlon.  Cost  is 
$10  in  advarwe  or  $15  at  the 
dcx>r.  For  nnore  infomnatioa 
contact  Talmadge  Smith, 
(601)833-8111  or 

linbapt^ableone.net. 

9.  Com  Church,  Columbia,  is 
hosting  Greater  Vision  in 
concert  Jan.  4,  7  p.m.  Free 
admission. 


6.  wMu,  Trimly  Church,  Fuhon 
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7.  Handbcl,  Firtl  Church.  Mis  Camp 


JanuAKY  4,  2007 
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Bible  Studies  for  Life 

why  Am  I  Here? 

Genesis  1:1-4,  28-31;  2:1-3 


Bv  Gloria  Lofton 


word.  Its  continued 
existence  is  dependent 

For  the  month  of  January  upon  Him.  As  ^  pnenomenai  changes, 

our  study  theme  is  Creation  Christians,  we  base  our  Lofton  God's  purpose  could 
Faith:  Living  by  God's  Design.  moral  and  ethical  standards  on  not  be  satisHea  until  His  cre- 

As  we  open  God's  word  and  this  belief  and  convictions.  ative  touch  had  made  some- 

begin  to  read  and  study  about  "And  God  said,  Let  diere  be  thing  of  the  chaos, 
creation,  let  us  remember  the  light;  and  there  was  light.  And  When  we  look  on  this  vast 
biblical  account  of  cueation  must  God  saw  the  light,  that  it  was  creatiim  and  compare  what  we 
be  understood  as  religious  and  good;  and  God  divided  the  light  see  with  the  writer's  account  of 
not  scientific.  It  deals  with  mat-  from  the  darkness"  (Gen.  its  origin  our  hearts  should  be 

ters  far  beyond  the  realm  of  sci-  KJV).  God  spoke,  and  instantlv  filled  with  awe. 

ence.  The  author  seeks  to  bring  His  will  was  accomplished.  In  Psalm  33:6  we  read,  "By 

us  in  touch  with  the  eternal  Goa  Light  was  God's  first  step  in  the  word  of  the  Lord  the  heav* 
and  reveal  the  sacred  meaning  completing  the  full  program  of  ens  were  made,  and  by  the 
of  His  being.  His  purpose,  and  creation.  Light  was  the  answer  breath  of  His  mouth  all"  their 
His  dealing  w’ith  His  creatures  to  the  dominance  of  darkness,  host."  In  verse  9  of  the  same 
as  He  works  out  His  holy  will.  Without  light  the  other  steps  chapter;  "For  He  spoke,  and  it 
"In  the  beginrting  God  created  would  have  been  meaningless,  was  done.  He  commanded  and 
the  heaven  and  the  earth"  (Gen.  The  apostle  John  tells  us  that  it  stood  fast."  Oh,  what  an  awe- 
1:1).  This  verse  tells  us  God  is  "God  is  light"  (1  John  1:5).  some  God  we  serve, 

prior  to  and  distinct  from  His  When  God  looked  upon  the  When  God  finished  the  earth 
creation;  that  He  is  directly  light.  He  saw  that  it  was  good,  and  everything  in  it.  He  was 
responsible  for  its  having  come  It  was  perfect,  complete,  ready  for  His  most  special  cre- 
into  being  bv  the  agency  of  His  pleasing  and  satisfying.  Seven  ation.  In  Genesis  1:28  we  read 


times  this  statement 
was  made  about  God's 
creation.  This  is  the 
same  light  men  see 
and  enjoy  today. 

God  continues  His 
creation  by  taking  the 
materials  mat  were  in  a 
chaotic  state  and  in  six 
full  creative  days  made 
phenomenal  changes. 

God's  purpose  could 
not  be  satisfied  until  His  cre¬ 
ative  touch  had  made  some¬ 
thing  of  the  chaos. 

Wnen  we  look  on  this  vast 
creation  and  compare  what  we 
see  with  the  writer's  account  of 
its  origin  our  hearts  should  be 
filled  with  awe. 

In  Psalm  33:6  we  read,  "By 
the  word  of  the  Lord  the  heav- 


completing  the  full  program  of  ens  were  made,  and  by  the 
creation.  Light  was  the  answer  breath  of  His  mouth  all"  their 
to  the  dominance  of  darkness,  host."  In  verse  9  of  the  same 


1:1).  This  verse  tells  us  God  is  "God  is  li^t"  (1  John  1:5). 
prior  to  and  distinct  from  His  When  God  looked  upon 
creation;  that  He  is  directly  light.  He  saw  that  it  was  go 
responsible  for  its  having  come  It  was  perfect,  compU 
into  being  by  the  agency  of  His  pleasing  and  satisfying.  Se\ 


ation.  In  Genesif 


Explore  the  Bible 

Devising  Strategies 

Nehemiah  4:1-7:73 


By  Tim  Alexander  intrigue.  Thixiugh  it  all, 

Nehemiah  remained 
In  Nehemiah,  the  fourth  steadfast  and  led  the  p«v 
chapter,  Nehemiah  finds  himself  pie  to  finish  the  work  in  a 
overseeing  the  construction  of  remarkable  fifty-two  days, 
the  wall  and  gates  to  Jeru.stilem. 

He  is  on  a  reave  of  absence,  1.  Strategy  to  Cope  with 


He  is  on  a  leave  of  absence, 
being  the  cup  bearer  to  the  king. 
Whire  progress  was  being  made 
on  the  wall,  verbal  op^isition 
anise  from  ^nballat,  the  gover¬ 
nor  of  Samaria,  and  Tobi^,  the 
gi)vemor  of  .Ammorh  Next  came 
— mreats  of  physical  aftacks 
against  the  construction  work¬ 
ers.  Ezra  and  Nehemiah  learned, 
when  pnigress  is  being  made, 
opposition  is  growing  at  the 
same  time,  (^position  is  evi¬ 
dence  that  God  is  blessing. 
Opposition  alsti  provides  oppor¬ 
tunities  for  us  to  gn)w  in  our 
faith.  Chapters  4-6  disclose 
many  tactics  used  by  the  enemy. 
The  tactics  include  ridicule 
(mocking),  plots  of  war,  discour¬ 
agement,  fear,  selfishness,  com¬ 
promise,  slander,  threats,  and 


1.  Strategy  to  Cope  with 
Mockery  (Nehemiah  4:1*2,  4) 

Sanballat  and  his  friend 
became  so  angry  fhey  began  to 
mock  the  Jews  even  "before  the 
work  on  the  wall  had  started. 


Keep  in  mind  Sanballat  knew  ing  his  trial  and  while  he  was 
Nehemiah  had  the  backing  or  hanging  from  the  cross 


support  of  the  king.  The  only 
way  to  slow'  down  the  con¬ 
struction  of  the  wall  was  to 
weaken  the  morale  of  the  Jews. 
First,  Sanballat  called  the  Jews 
feeble.  The  word  feeble  means 
miserable  or  withered.  "We  are 
weak,  but  you  are  strong!"  (1 
Corinthians  4:10  NKJV) 

"The  world  does  not  under¬ 
stand  that  in  our  weakness  we 
can  become  strong  in  Christ." 
The  Lord  delights  in  using 
feeble  instruments. 


2.  Strategy  to  Cope  with  Attacks 
(Nehemi^  4:12-13, 19-20,  22) 

As  part  of  the  strategy  of  the 
enemy,  Sanballat  threatened  a 
military  attack  against  the  con¬ 
struction  workers.  The  fear  of 
enemy  attack  may  have  been 
worse  than  an  actual  attack. 
Fear  has  a  way  of  paralyzing 
us.  1  have  heard  it  said,  "Fear 
is:  False  Evidence  (that) 
Appears  Real."  Nehemiah 
wisely  mustered  an  army  to 


that  God  said,  "Let  us  make 
men  in  our  own  imaw,  accord¬ 
ing  to  our  likeness.'^  This  was 
creation's  supreme -moment.  It 
seems  God  was  calling  on  the 
heavenly  court,  the  other  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Trinity  to  center  all 
attention  on  this  event. 

We  know  as  God's  creation 
we  are  put  on  a  much  higher 
plateau  than  His  other  cre¬ 
ations.  God  created  man  to  be 
immortal,  and  made  Him  a 
special  image  of  His  own  eter¬ 
nity.  Man  was  a  creature  with 
whom  God  could  commune 
and  fellowship.  God  expected 
man  to  answer  to  Him  and  be 
responsible  to  Him.  Man  was 
given  the  privilege  of  choice, 
even  to  the  point  of  disobeying 
His  creator.  He  was  to  work 
out  His  creator's  will  and  ful¬ 
fill  the  divine  purpose.  Man 
had  world  dominion  given  to 
him  by  God.  He  was  to  take 
care  of  the  earth,  be  fruitful 
and  multiply,  and  fill  the  earth. 

As  God's  special  creation 
who  w'as  made  a  little  lower 
than  the  angels,  we  ought  to 
praise  Him  mr  giving  us  such 
a  place  in  His  plan. 


we  read  a  place  in  His  pi 


How  did  Nehem¬ 
iah  respond  to  the 
mocking?  Remember, 
Nehemiah  was  a 
prayer  warrior.  He 
resjxmded  to 

Sanballats  verbiage 
with  prayer.  NehcmiSi 
did  not  allow  the 
mrKkery  to  deter  the 

au  wtAm  plans  tor  rebuilding 
Alexander  walls.  He  knew  that 

he  was  in  God's ’will  for  the  con¬ 
struction  to  press  on. 

Is  it  unusual  for  the  enemy 
)  to  mock  or  in.sulf  a  servant  (if 
id  Ckxl?  Goliath  mocked  David,  a 
to  shepherd  boy  who  met  him 
he  witn  a  sling  and  five  smcKith 
‘d.  stones.  Jesus  was  rntreked  dur- 


combat  any  potential  military 
action  against  the  construction. 
Nehemiah  also  constantly  gave 
God  glory  for  anv  victory  they 
received.  Nehemiah  knew  who 
to  give  credit  to. 

3.  Strategy  to  Cope  with 
Distractions  (Nenemiah  6:2-3) 

Sandballat  and  his  friend 
Geshem  attempted  to  lure 
Nehemiah,  bv  decj^tion,  to  the 
Valley  of  Ono.  Tne  valley's 
name  itself  (Ono)  should  have 
been  a  clue  not  to  go.  Nehemiah 
was  not  deceived.  He  sent  a 
message  to  the  valley  of  Ono 
stressing  the  vital  imptirtance  of 
this  construction  project. 

When  1  was  in  seminarv',  one 
professor  pointed  out  the  three 
levels  of  cloing  anything:  gtx>d, 
better,  best.  He  challenged  us  to 
aim  for  the  best  in  our  lives. 
Nehemiah  was  focused  on  one 
thing:  rebuilding  the  walls. 
Seven  times  Sanballat  sand¬ 
blasted  Nehemiah  with  many 
obstacles,  yet  Nehemiah, 
focused  through  prayer  and 
determination,  pressed  on. 

4.  Strategy  to  Cope  with 
Manipulation 

One  more  trick  up 
Sanballat's  sleeve  was  to  hire 


I  consider  it  an  honor  and 
privilege  to  be  a  caretaker  of 
God's  great  earth.  An  earth  that 
springs  forth  with  food  and 
water  for  our  earthly  bodies  to 
enjoy.  May  we  never  forget  to 
give  thanks  to  Gcxi  for  His  mar¬ 
velous  benefits. 

May  we  ever  be  mindful  of 
those  less  fortunate  than  we. 
Iret  us  give  of  our  bounty  with 
praise  and  thanksgiving  for  all 
He  has  done  for  us. 

On  tht*  seventh  day  God  rest¬ 
ed  from  His  creating  and  sancti¬ 
fied  and  blessed  t&>  day.  God 
wasn't  tired  horn  all  His  creating, 
but  He  knew  our  earthly  bodies 
would  get  tired  and  need  rest, 
because  He  made  us  that  way. 
On  the  Lord's  Day,  may  we 
honor  God  by  renewing  t>ur  btxi- 
ies  and  spirits.  May  we  enter  His 
house  with  praise  and  worship, 
becau.se  for  tnis  purpose  we  were 
created.  After  Cxxi  created  man. 
He  said,  "It  is  very  good."  May 
we  strive  to  live  our  aaily  lives  in 
a  way  that  He  can  still  look  at  us 
and  say,  "It  is  very'  good." 

Lofton  IS  a  member  of  Willow 
Groiv  Church,  Collins. 


Shemiah,  a  false  prophet,  to  lure 
Nehemiah  to  the  temple.  Again, 
Nehemiah  was  not  manipulat¬ 
ed.  Nehemiah  knew  he  was  not 
a  priest  and  could  not  legiti¬ 
mately  enter  the  temple. 
Nehemiah  refused  Shemiah's 
offer.  Sanballat  knew  if  the 
leader  of  this  project  failed  in 
any  area,  his  uillowers  would 
lose  confidence  in  their  leader. 

Sanballat  slowly  realized 
that  Nehemiah  was  no  ordinary 
leader.  He  tried  seven  different 
strategies  to  derail  Nehemiah 
and  all  failed.  Nehemiah 
reminded  the  workers  that  they 
were  serving  a  great  God  and 
they  were  rebuilding  the  walls 
to  a  great  city'! 

Battling  and  building  were  a 
part  of  N^iemiah's  life,  and  it  is 
part  of  our  Christian  life  as  well. 

Our  battle  is  not  against 
flesh  and  bltxxl,  we  are  fitting 
a  spiritual  battle  against  the 
evil  one.  As  we  are  in  battle 
remember,  "be  not  weary  in 
well  doing."  (2  Thessalonians 
3:13b)  Our  ftxrus  should  be  in 
building  others  up,  ministering 
to  them  througn  encourage¬ 
ment,  prayer  and  agape  love. 


Alexander  is  Minister  of 
cation,  Harrisburg  Church,  fi 
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Guidelines  for  submitting  news  and  photographs 


The  Baptist  Record  is  pleased  to  publish  ^ 
news  ana  photagraphs  of  special  events 
that  take  place  in  cooperating  churchy 
of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Converition. 

News  submitted  for  publication  in  The 
Baptist  Record  must  be  either  (a)  typewrit¬ 
ten,  (b)  nea^  printed  on  0  1/2  by  11-inch 


des  must  be  received  In  writing:  no  articles 
will  be  accepted  over  the  telephone. 

News  may  be  submitted  electronicaily 
to  the  address  below,  and  miM  be  con¬ 
tained  in  the  message  segment  of  an  e- 
mall  form.  Due  to  Increasing  virus  threate, 
no  text  attachments  will  he  accepted. 


Photograph  attachments  are  permissible. 

Please  make  articles  corKise.  Include 
the  wlio,  «i4at  wlwfL  where  details  of 
the  story,  alone  with  a  contact  person's 
address  and  telephone  number. 

Photographs  rnay  be  color  or  black  and 
white.  Instant  photos  and  digital  printouts 


are  not  reproducible.  Digital  photos  may 
be  used  it  submitted  as  a  JfrC  file  via 
either  (a)  e-mail,  (b)  three-and-a-haK  inch 
floppy  disk,  or  (c)  CD.  Photos  must  be 
cleat,  sharp,  and  well-lighted. 

All  news  items  are  subjed  to  editing, 
and  all  photographs  are  subject  to  crop- 


Ring.  Photographs  must  depict  people. 

lo  landscape-,  building-,  or  obj^-only 
photographs  will  be  printed.  News  items 
and/or  photographs  can  be  published 
one  time  only.  leadline  for  submitting 
news  is  one  week  prior  to  requested 
publication  date. 

Articles  that  are  not  date-sensitive  will 
be  published  on  a  space-available  basis. 
Requests  to  return  photographs  must  be 
accompanied  by  a  selt-addressed, 
stamped  envelope. 

Submit  news  and  photographs  to  The 
Baptist  Record,  P.O.  Box  63(},  Jackson, 
M?  39205-0530.  FAX:  (601)  292-3330. 
E-maii;  baptistrecord®mbcb.org. 


Bibliocipher 

By  ChaHes  M*n,  1932  ■  2004 
copyrighted  2005 


T  OJ  OFYSO  OAZ  GJLRO, 
NSL  PLRTAATAR  OAZ  NSL 
LAZTAR,  HOTNS  NSL 
FCEZ,  CSIQS  TH,  OAZ 
CSTQS  COH,  OAZ  CSTQS 
TH  NC  QCJL,  NSL 
OFJTRSNB. 

ELDLFONTGA  GAL:  LTRSN 
Clue:  R  -  C 

Have  fun  with  cryptography  and 
exercise  your  Bible  knowledge.  A 
King  lames  Verskm  Bible  verse  has 
been  encoded  by  letter  substitution. 
The  same  letter  is  substituted 
throu^KXJt  the  puzzle.  Solve  by  trial 
and  error.  Answer  to  last  week's 
puzzle:  First  Timothy  One:  Four. 


2.  BSU  MWoiw  Team,  BMC 


3«  CouMRCRCcavcivC 


1.  MiMiMippi  State  Univer- 
•ity  students  are 

available  for  a  varie^  of 
ministry  opportunities. 
Fishermen,  a  coed  ensem¬ 
ble,  sings  a  variety  of 
music  including  contem¬ 
porary,  traditional,  and 

¥  raise  /  worship;  Drawn 
bgether  is  a  worship' 
team  diat  leads  in  Sunday 
worship  services,  youth 
events,  u-Nows,  ancl  other 
events;  Overflow  is  a  cre¬ 
ative  worship  team  that 
uses  sign  language  and 
interpretive  movement  to 
lead  worship;  and  the 
Worship  Team,  which  con¬ 
sists  ot  live  instruments 
and  vocalists  who  lead 
praise  and  worship  for 
Priority,  the  weekly  BSU 


meeting.  For  scheduling 
information,  call  the  MSU 
BSU  at  (662)323-5761  with 
a  list  of  possible  dates. 

2.  Members  of  Blue  Mountain 
College's  Baptist  Student 
Union  spent  part  of  dw 
ChristnuM  brew  in  Texas  at 
Mission  Arlington,  an  out¬ 
reach  effort  started  by 
retired  missionary  Tlllie 
Bui^  in  1966.  The  students 
worked  at  the  Christmas 
Store  and  Adopt-a-Family 
where  thousands  of 
Arlington,  Tex.  residents 
came  for  much  needed 
assistance  during  die  hedi- 
days.  Members  of  the  mis¬ 
sion  team  included:  (back 
row,  left  to  ri^t)  Kayla  Otts, 
Ripley;  A^ley  Reeder, 


Thaxton;  Christina  TeeL  Red 
Banks;  Rebecca  Stenger, 
Poplarville;  Kcnrie  Stanton, 
Potts  Camp;  Stephanie 
Bilbo,  Carriere;  Angeu  BeU, 
Lake  Village,  Ark;  Jooriyn 
Panter,  Hazel  Green,  Al.; 
Ashley  Hollingsworth, 
Nesbit;  Maria  Teel,  BMC 
EMrector  of  Admissions; 
(front  row,  left  to  ri^t) 
Carey  Hamblin,  New 
Albany;  Jeff  Smith,  Saltillo; 
EXmald  Lawler,  Aberdeen. 

3.  Mississippi  College  held  the 
December  2006  graduation 
commencement  ceremonies 
on  December  15  in  A.  E. 
Wood  Coliseum.  Degrees 
were  conferred  upon 
approximately  250  students 
fi^  die  Bailors  degree 


program,  the  Graduate 
SchcxiL  and  the  Mississippi 
College  School  of  Law. 
William  Wheeler  of  Qinlon, 
^professor  and  chair  for  the 
Department  of  Psycholo^ 
and  Counseling,  and  the 
2005-06  Dtednguished 
Professor  of  the  Year, 
brought  die  commencenient 
address.  Don  Causey,  of 
Madison,  instructor  in  the 
Schcxil  of  Business,  brought 
the  invexatkm.  Russ 
Brashear,  of  Clinton, 
Instructor  in  the  Department 
of  Communication  and  man¬ 
ager  of  WHJT  Radio  Station, 
wve  the  benediction.  Shown 
nom  left  are  Wheeler;  Lee 
Royce,  President  of 
Mi^issippi  College;  Causey; 
and  Brashear. 


AUeURN  MmiT  CHURCN  TUKIO, 
MiM.,  i«  tacking  a  full-time  MinMer  of 
Children/Education.  All  applicantt  pleaie 
submit  icwme  to  Auburn  Baptist  OHirch 
1 1 38  Itoad  931  Tupelo.  MS  38604. 

ROK  HILL  FK,  ROK  HILL,  MMS.,  it 
seeking  a  bivocational  worship 
leader/minister  of  ntusic.  Ptease  send 
resumes  to  Rote  Hill  FBC  P.O.  Box  1 
Rose  Hill,  MS  39356,  attn:  Worship 


Leader  search  committee.  \bu  may 
email  to:  ebmartin*baytpringstel.net 
or  view  our  website:  www.rotehillf- 
bc.ora.  ftstor:  Bro.  Eddie  Martin. 

THE  METRO  BAPTIST  ASIOCIATION  it 
seeking  resumes  for  the  position  of 
Associational  Missions  Director.  Metro 
Association  comprises  Hinds  and 
Madison  counties.  MBA  has  82  church¬ 
es  and  over  70,000  members.  Resumes 


may  be  tent  to:  Search  Committee; 
6S30  Dogwood  View  ftrkway;  jackson, 
MS  39213.  Deadline  for  receiving 

resumes  it  March  1 ,  2007. _ 

EAST  PHRAOVMA  RAraST  CHURCH 
in  Philadelphia,  Miss.,  it  seeking  a  stu- 
denl/youth  minitler.  Seminary  degree 
preferred.  If  interested,  please  serKl 
resume  to  mcheatham*choctaw.org  or 
call  Mark  Cheatham  at  (601)  650-9271. 


FINALLY  AFFORDABLE  HEALTH 

InsurarKe  for  the  self  employed.  Call 
(800)  541-8196.  Provided  by  Mega 
Ittsurance,  www.chrittumer-int.com. 


OF  DEVnOFMENT  with  a 
minimum  of  two  years  experience 
sought  to  coordinate  fur>d-raising  for 
residential  ministry  to  senior  adults  ar>d 
deveiopmentally  disabled  adults.  Sertd 
resumes  with  refererKes  by  lanuary  1 5, 
2007,  to  Tennessee  Baptist  Adult 
Homes,  Iik.,  P.O.  BPk  728,  Brentwood, 
TN  37024  or  e-mail  to 


SVHNED  CLMBttfORKk  MC,  mMNC 
MS  8  AL  since  1 992.  Call  (800)  605-2970. 
9M»n  SmNC,  lAOOON,  Christian 
owned.  AH  home  improvements,  vinyl  sid¬ 
ing  windows,  metal  artd  shingle  roofs, 
patio  covers,  screen  and  glass  rooms.  (801) 
992-2092,  Don  8  Rita  Sebren,  owners. 
FRBT  BAPIWr  CHURCH  OF  CROMirL 
ARKAMAS^  is  seeking  a  fuU-time  cM- 
dranY  mlnisler.  Resumes  may  be  sent  to 
701  Main  Saeet,  CroasaM,  AR  71635. 


HEIDELBERG  STAINED  CLASS, 

Meridian.  Design,  fabrication,  repair. 
Fax  illustrations  to  (601)  483-7958  or 
call  (800)  368-2705. 


QUIET  CATUNBURC  CABIN  RETREAT: 

2  bdrm  —  sleeps  6.  Mt  View  from  deck. 
Full  kitchen,  level  entry,  $95/nite.  For 
Information:  (251)  666-2175,  (c)  (251) 


SMOKE-FREE  BRANSON,  MISSOURI 

condo  nightly  rental.  Like  home,  all 
new  furnishings,  street  level,  no  steps, 
breathtaking  view,  sleeps  6,  no  pets. 

Call  (888)  879-0388. _ 

AMUV  COUNTY  RAFTOT  ASKXlAnON 
of  Crossett,  Arkartsas  is  accepting 
resumes  for  the  position  of  Associational 
Misskmary.  This  is  a  full  time  position 
that  consists  of  serving  25  churches  in 
Southeast  Arkansas.  Deadline  for  receiv¬ 
ing  resumes  is  March  1,  2007.  Send 
Resumes  to:  Search  Committee,  Ashley 
Baptist  Association,  1547  Hwy.  52W, 
Crossett,  Arkansas,  71635  or  email  to 
acba9395«allte(.net. 


HEALTH  OR  MEDICARE  SUPPLEMENT 

Insurance  Too  Expensive?  Call  E.F.  Hutton 
Insurance  today  ...  We  Can  Help!  Toll- 
free  (877)  232-0686. 


GULF  FRONT  2  BEDROOM  CONDO  in 

Ft.  Walton  Beach,  Florida  on  Oiuioosa 
Island.  Call  Lucy  at  (770)  831-3651  for 
more  information  or  email 

SCLucyttwmconnect.com. _ 

OBBSTIAN  LONG  0V1ANCE,  3.9  CB4TS 
interstate,  4.9  cents  in  state.  No  monthly 
service  charge.  Call  (866)  587-8346  or 


HOPPER  CLASS  STUDIO,  CUSTOM 

church  windows,  reworking  artd  repair, 
Columbus?lackson,  (877)  477-1 899. 
CHURCH  FEW  UPHOLSTERY,  FRR  esti¬ 
mates.  Davis  Upholstery,  Quitman, 

Miss.,  phone  (601 )  776-661 7. _ 

LEAF  RIVER  BAPTIST  CHURCH, 
Pineville  in  Smith  County,  invites  anyone 
interested  in  purchasing  a  stained  glass 
window  to  contact  Mrs.  fbtricia  WiHterton 
at  (601 )  789-5364.  Inslallations  of  the  win¬ 
dows  will  be  in  early  2007. 


For  cancer  treatment 
never  looked  so  beautiful. 


Purchase  a  piece  of  the  Gall  Pittman  'Hope' 
pattern  and  contribute  to  the  Patient  Fund  of 
Baptist  Cancer  Services.  A  portion  of  your 
contribution  Is  tax  deductible.  Pieces  range 
from  S2S  to  $100.  Gril  BOt-MS-OMIo  oidv. 
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As  die  34th  anniversaty  nears  for  the  US 
Supreme  Court's  Roe  a  Wade  decnfon  that 
focalized  abortion  across  Ameru^ 
MMssippi  Baptists  are  planning  a 
offering  m  thw  Memorial  to  the  basing 
destined  to  draw  attention  to  the  50  million 
babfos  that  have  died  since  the  court's  niUng. 

Located  at  the  northwest  comer  of  the 
Baptist  Building  in  Jackson,  the  Memorial  is 
a  massive  Kfoss  container  engineered  to 
hold  50  miluon  pennies  —  one  penny  for 
each  of  the  missing  babies  who  nave  oeen 
victims  of  legalized  abortion.  The  Memorial 
currently  contains  about  25,000,000  peimies 
given  by  members  of  churches  amliated 
with  the  Mississippi  Bap^  Convention. 

nhe  spe<^  ooering  is  to  complete  our 
goal  of  50  million  pennies  for  the  Memorial. 
Mississippi  is  recognized  as  a  national  leader 
in  defending  the  rights  of  the  unborn,  and 
the  Memorial  is  a  way  to  let  the  nation  — 
and  the  world  —  knc^  where  Mississippi 
Baptists  stand  on  this  issue,"  said  Jimmy 
Porter,  executive  director  of  the  Mississippi 
Baptist  Christian  Action  Commission,  which 
is  spearheading  the  campaign. 

Every  church  amliated  with  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  will  soon 
be  receivmg  a  package  containing  special¬ 
ly-designed  bulletin  inserts  and  envelopes 
for  the  offering.  Porter  said. 

"We  are  suggesting  that  churches  collect 
the  offering  on  the  January  21  anniversary 
of  Roe  V.  Wade,  which  falls  this  year  on  the 
Sunday  that  we  will  observe  Sancti^  of 
Human  Life  Sunday  across  the  Soutnem 
Baptist  Convention  —  but  the  offering 
would  be  welcomed  any  time  a  church  can 
work  it  into  their  schedule. 

"It  is  important  to  know  that  your 
church  need  not  collect  pennies.  Any  gift 
designated  to  the  Memorial  will  be  con¬ 
verted  to  pennies  upon  receipt  and  made  a 
part  of  the  Memorial,"  Porter  pointed  out. 

When  the  Memorial  to  the  Missing  cam¬ 
paign  in  completed  and  the  container  is 
Riled  with  50  million  pemiies,  the  $500,000 
represented  by  the  pennies  will  be  placed 
in  an  endowment  with  the  Mississippi 
Baptist  Foundation  for  the  support  of  pro¬ 
life  causes,  according  to  Porter. 


J4th  anniversaty  neai 
Couit's  Roe  V.  We^ 
abortion  across 


MEMORIAL  PENNIES  —  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board  employee  volunteen  work 
to  load  and  sort  pennies  given  for  the  Memorial  to  the  Missing  in  Jackson,  which  is 
designed  to  draw  attention  to  the  50  million  babies  who  are  missir^  since  the  U.S. 
Supnma  Court  legalized  abortion  in  all  Rf^  stales  in  the  1973  Roe  v.  Wade  nilir^ 
Mississippi  Baptists  are  about  halfway  to  their  gMl  of  Riling  the  glass  container  with  ^ 
million  pennies  —  one  penny  for  each  baby  missing  as  a  result  of  legalized  abortion. 
(Photo  by  William  H.  Pemins  Jr.) 


Some  of  the  uses  of  the  endowment  pro¬ 
ceeds  as  envisioned  by  Porter  include 
funding  for  Crisis  Pregnancy  Centers 
operated  by  Mississippi  Baptist  churches, 
and  the  purchase  of  equipment  such  as 
computerized  ultrasound  machines  that 
will  allow  expectant  mothers  struggling 
with  an  abortion  decision  to  actually  see 
their  babies  developing. 

"I  want  to  express  my  deep  apprecia¬ 
tion  for  the  thousands  of  Mississippi 
Baptists  who  have  worked  so  diligently 
and  given  so  sacrificially  to  fin  the 


Memorial  and  help  make  this  important 
statement  about  how  we  feel  about  the  50 
million  missing  babies,"  Porter  said. 
"After  the  special  offering,  we  will  contin¬ 
ue  to  receive  gifts  until  the  Memorial  is 
Riled  and  the  whole  world .  knows  the 
stand  Mississippi  Baptists  have  taken." 

For  more  information,  contact  the 
Mississippi  Bap  tist  Christian  Action 
Commission  at  P.O. -Box  530,  Jackson,  MS 
39205-0530.  Telqphone:  (601)  292-3329  or 
toll-free  outside  Jackson  (800)  748-1651,  ext. 
329.  E-mail;  rwood$yimstianaction.oom. 


Miss.  CP  finishes  strong 

Gifts  to  the  woric  of  the  Lord  through  the  Mississippi  Coopenlive  Program  (CP) 
in  fiscal  2006  (Januaiy-Deoember)  increased  more  than  four  peraent  over  2005  and 
set  a  new  all-time  reoofxl,  aoooidingto  Jim  Futral,  executive  cnrector- treasurer  of  Ihe 
Mireissippi  Baptist  Convention  Doud  in  Jackson.  Mississippi  Baptists  gave 
$33,638,^  to  Miasiastppi  (ZP,  whidt  was  $1316,275  more  than  the  perviow  year  and 
$2324,487,  or  7.4%,  over  the  CP  budget  appoved  by  measenans  to  the  Mnaiaaippi 
Baptist  Convention.  The  December  moranly  total  of  $^432^10,  was  $S7A202,  or 
19.1%,  knver  duun  the  $3306312  toven  the  previous  month  and  $133^748^  or  53%  leas 
than  the  total  given  in  Deoenfoer3005.  The  2007  kfissisafori  CP  budget  approved^ 
messengers  to  die  Mississippi  BvTtist  Conventfoo  is  $33^1^934  an  increM  of  5.99% 
over  the  2006  budget.  A  total  of^$2,765^745  will  be  needed  each  month  to  meet  die 
budget  for  2007.  In  addition  to  hdpiire  support  more  than  1Q,7(X)  missionaries  in  the 
U3.  and  around  the  world  through  amBaaon  with  the  Soudiem  Baptist  Conventioa 
Missiasippi  CP  helpe  fund  auSti  programs  as  Miaaiaaippi  Baptist  Evangdiam 
Conference  January  zl-22  at  Pinelake  Church,  Brandon. 


SBC  CP  up  for  month,  year 

NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (BP)  —  December  contributions  through  the  Southern 
Baptist  Convention  (S^)  Cooperative  Program  (CP)  totaled  $16,222,275, 
2.^  higher  than  the  previous  month's  giving  of  $15,770,935  and  $1,599,936, 
or  11%  more  dian  the  114,622,339  receive  in  December  2005.  For  the  SBC  Rs- 
cal  ]fear  (October-September),  CP  tofts  of  $47,;to2,166  are  $1,927,076,  or  4.2% 
ahead  of  the  same  period  in  the  previous  year.  Designated  giving  of 
$11306,076  for  die  same  year-to-date  period  is  11.5%,  or  $1,216,747,  above 
gifts  of  $10,589,328  received  at  this  point  last  year.  The  $5,1M,997  in  desig¬ 
nated  tofts  received  last  mondi  is  $1,488,427  above  the  $3,670,570  received  m 
December  2005,  an  increase  of  40.6%.  For  the  SBC  Cooperative  Program 
Allocation  Budget,  die  year-to-date  total  of  $47,352,166  is  96.7%  ot  the 
$48,987,106  buogeted  to  support  Southern  Baptist  ministries  globally  and 
across  Nordi  America.  The  Cooperative  Program  is  Southern  Baptists' 
method  of  supporting  missions  ancl  ministry  efforts  of  state  and  regional  con¬ 
ventions  and  die  Soudiern  Baptist  Convention. 


«-« ' 


The  grandchildren  they  never  knew 


Supicme  Court  dedaion  in  1973  that  le^- 
ixra  all  forms  of  abortion  nationwide 
Ihroudiout  all  nine  months  of  pregnancy. 
Ihus  nave  50  million  babies  —  some  as 
small  as  a  safo^  pin  and  others  as  lar«  as 
a  hiUy-fonnecI  child  just  seconds  mrni 
birth  -  suffered  lingering  and  painful 
deaths  at  die  hands  oTthe  wortiorasts. 

Mississippi  Baptists  have  chosen  through 
the  Memonal  to  me  kissing  to  remind  me 
nation  and  the  world  that  50  million  lives 
have  been  lost  to  abortion  in  this  country 
during  the  past  34  years.  The  Menvmal  is 
not  a  statement  on  the  often-bitter  politics 
^t  surround  the  abortion  issue,  or  the  peo¬ 
ple  who  have  been  involved  in  abortions.  It's 
about  the  babies  who  are  not  here.  That' s  all. 

Misstssippi  Baptists  will  soon  have  t^ 
opportunity  to  nelp  fill  the  Memorial 
dirou^  a  special  ooering.  Bulletin  inserts 
and  offering  envelopes  d^gned  specifically 


The  letter  arrived  shordy  after  the 
Memorial  to  the  Missing  was  dedicated. 
A  couple  from  out  of  sute  was  touring 
dowiitown  jackson  on  a  warm  Saturday  after¬ 
noon  when  they  came  upon  the  MenKinal  on 
the  gniunds  of  the  Bimtist  Building. 

Tney  were  moveci  to  tears  by  what  they 
saw,  because  they  had  just  learned  from  theu 
daughter  that  she  had  endured  an  idwition 
as  s  teenager  many  years  before.  Weary  of 
the  constant  regret,  recurring  ni^- 

I’  mares,  and  stress  of  secret  sin,  she 
finally  confessed  to  her  parents. 
When  their  other  dau^ter  later 
learned  of  her  sister's  confession, 
she  lowered  her  head  and  began  to 
weep.  Her  parents  knew,  even 
before  she  could  find  the  words  to 
tell  diem,  duit  she  too  had  under¬ 
gone  an  abortion  years  ago. 

The  letter  went  on  to  describe 
the  devastation  such  news  had 
wrought  on  die  dau^ters'  parents 
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missing  babies  in  their  arms.  The 
parents  wrote  that  as  they  stood  in  ^ 

Ront  of  the  Memorial  on  duit  warm 
Saturday  aftemooa  the  sad  weij^t 
of  die  world  upon  dieir  shoulders,  diey  dug  into  dieir 
podrets  and  foimd  some  pennies  whidi  they  left  there  to 
memorialize  the  grandchildren  diey  never  knew. 

Stories  like  diat  are  often  told  around  the  Memorial  to  the  Missing. 
Like  the  Vietnam  Memorial  in  Washingtoa  D.C.,  diere  is  something 
strondy  cathartic  about  the  Memorial  to  die  Missing.  For  ^  people 
who  Mve  been  swept  up  in  die  tragedy  of  legalizea  abortion  —  not 
only  mothers  and  fiithers  but  grandparents  and  odier  loved  ones  — 
abcxtion  inaigurtily  daims  more  than  one  life,  only  in  differmt  ways. 

Mississippi  Baptists  dedded  first  to  build  the  Memorial  to  the 
Missir^  a  massive  see-through  glass  container,  and  dien  to  fill  it 
widi  SO^llion  pennies  to  represent  die  50  million  babies  who  are 
not  widi  us  today  because  dv^  were  aborted. 

The  Memorial  to  dw  Missing  is  about  those  babies,  50  million 
babies,  who  will  never  rest  in  die  arms  of  loving  grandpa^ts, 
will  never  know  life  as  do  die  rest  of  us.  It's  about  50  million 
Americans  who  are  not  here,  34  years  after  the  heinous  U.S. 
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While  following  the 

news,  I  could  not  miss 
the  contrasts.  Within  a 
week,  we  have  witnessed  the 
deadtt  of  two  leaders  widt  two 
completely  different  legacies. 
These  men,  Gerald  Fora  and 
Saddam  Hussem,  forever  con¬ 
nected  by  deadt,  were  as  differ¬ 
ent  as  the  languages  they  spoke 
and  the  natkms  mey  rulM. 

Saddam  Hussein,  duu-acter- 
ized  by  most  observers  as  evil 
and  ruthless,  was  hanged  at  age 
69  in  a  Ba^tdad  execuoon  cham¬ 
ber  surrounded  by  judges  and 
government  officials.  Gerald 
Ford,  considered  by  many 
Americans  to  be  humble  and 
grackxis,  died  in  his  California 
home  at  the  age  of  93  surround¬ 
ed  by  his  loving  wife  Betty  and 
other  family  members. 

Saddam  Hussein  ruled  a  coun¬ 
try  with  military  might,  having 
no  regard  for  the  value  of  human 
life,  wlule  living  an  extravagant 
lifntyle  and  wlieving  he  was 
above  the  law.  Gerald  tWd  ruled 
a  country  with  humili^  because 
his  country  called  on  him  to  help 
restore  the  dignity  of  he  law  and 
he  (3fooe  he  occupied.  . 

Ford  humbly  gained  power 
in  1974  through  an  orderly,  con¬ 
stitutional  transition  whm  his 
predecessor  resigned  in  dis¬ 
grace.  Hussein  brazenly  gained 

Sower  in  1979,  years  after  par- 
cipating  in  multiple  coup 
attempte,  and  refused  ever  to 
relincfuish  (foit  power. 


Guest  Opinion: 

A  tale  of 
two  lives 

By  Trey  Graham,  pastor 

First  Church,  Melissa,  Texas 

Hussein  was  hanged  because 
he  broke  he  law,  having  been 
found  guilty  of  crimes  against 
humanity  for  ordering  he 
killing  of  148  inncKent  ^ite 
peopfe  in  the  city  of  Dujail,  Irag. 
Fora,  who  stuciied,  loved  and 
followed  the  law,  died  of  old 
age  wih  he  enduring  legacy  of 
having  graciously  pardonea  his 

Eredeoessor,  Richard  Nixon,  for 
reaking  he  law. 

Ford  spent  29  months  as  the 

E resident  of  the  United  States, 
lussein  spent  24  years  as  he 
President  of  Iraq.  In  Ford's  short 
time  in  office,  he  demonstrated 
forgiveness,  determination  and 
grace.  In  Husseiri's  decades  in 
office,  he  demonstrated  hatred, 
paranoia  and  complete  disre¬ 
gard  for  human  life. 

The  character  of  these  two 
leaders  can  be  contrasted  by 
reading  what  other  prominent 
American  political  leaders  said 
about  them.  President  Jimmy 


Carter  called  Ford,  his  onetime 
opponent,  "one  of  the  most 
admirable  public  servants  and 
human  beings  I  have  ever , 
known."  Pre«dent  George  W. 
Bush  described  Ford  as  a  man  of 
"comf^ete  integrity."  Concerning 
Saddam  Hussein's  execution. 
Bush  said  Hussein  received  "he 
kind  of  justice  he  denied  he  vic¬ 
tims  or  his  brutal  regime." 
Senator  Edward  Kenne(^,  not 
exactly  a  political  ally  of  Bush, 
called  Hussein  a  "brutal  tyrant." 

The  obituary  of  Ford  con¬ 
tains  comments  about  pardons 
and  negotiations  and  athletic 
prowess  and  a  58  year  mar¬ 
riage  to  his  beloved  wife.  The 
obituary  of  ITussein  contains 
comments  about  mass  mur¬ 
ders  and  death  squads  and 
profligate  living  while  his  peo¬ 
ple  sumred  terrible  poverty. 

The  former  Ira<^i  leader  will 
be  buried  in  a  plain  grave  in  ar 
rural  location  wih  a  glaring 


absence  of  glory,  befitting  a 
common  criminal.  The  former 
American  leader  will  be  buried 
wih  honor  at  his  presidential 
library  in  Midtigan  following  a 
memorial  service  filled  with 
pomp  and  circumstance.. 

How  will  Saddam  Hussein 
be  remembered?  In  short, 
most  of  his  countrymen  are 
happy  that  he  is  clead.  Our 
world  is  a  safer  place  because 
this  diabolical  tyrant  received 
his  proper  punishment. 

How  will  Gerald  Ford  be 
remembered?  In  short,  most 
of  his  countrymen  are  sad  that 
he  is  dead.  Our  world  is  a 
lesser  place  because  this  hum¬ 
ble,  unassuming  statesman 
has  left  a  legacy  of  grace  and 
dignity  behind. 

What  about  you  and  me? 
Have  our  lives  been  used  for 
personal  gain  or  community 
blessing?  Have  we  forgiven  our 
enemies  or  lirted  our  pockets? 
At  our  deahs,  will  our  neigh¬ 
bors  remember  our  sacrificial 
seryice  or  our  arrogant  extrava¬ 
gances?  I  could  not  igiK>re  the 
interesting  coiinections  and  dis¬ 
parities  between  the  lives  and 
deaths  of  Gerald  Ford  and 
Saddam  Hussein. 

Now,  I  wonder  what  they 
will  say  when  you  and  I  die? 

Graham's  commentary  appears 
courtesy  of  Baptist  Press.  The 
author  may  be  contacted  at 
trey&fbcmelissa.org. 
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SCHEDULE 

SuodKFB¥a»km,kBuatr2l 

5:00-5:15  p.m. 
5:15-5:20  p.m. 
5:20-6:20  p.m 
6:20-6:50  p.m. 
6:50-7:10  p.m. 
7:10-8:00  p.m. 

Pinelake  Music  Ministry 
Introductions 

Lou  Leventhal 

Chris  McDaniel 

Pinelake  Music  Ministry 

Chip  Henderson 

9:15-9:30  a.m. 
9:30-9:40  a.m. 
9:40-10:25  a  m. 
10:25-10:40  a  m. 
10:40-11:30  a.m. 
11:30  a.m.-l:30  p.m. 


a  >  »  .  » y  i| 


1:30-2:30  p.m. 
2:30-2:45  p.m. 
2:45-3:00  p.m. 
3:00-3:45  p.m. 
3:45-4:00  p.m. 
4:00-4:45  p.m. 
5:00-6:30  p.m. 


Praise  and  Worship 
Welcome 
Cary  Bowlin 
Praise  and  Worship 
Roy  Fish 
Break  for  Lunch 


Breakout  Sessions 
Break 

Allen  Harris 
Don  Wilton 
Allen  Harris 
Roy  Fish 

Dinner,  |im  Futral 


6:30-6:45  p.m.  Broadmoor  Music  Ministry 
6:45-7:40  p.m.  Don  Wilton 
7:40-8:00  p.m.  Broadmoor  Music  Ministry 
8:00-8:55  p.m.  David  leremiah 

Tbeadar  Uomiag,  Jtmiaty  23 

8:00-11:45,  a.m.  Fcxruson  Senior  Adults 

Music  —  Richard  Dick  Baker 
Preaching  —  Bo  Baker 
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Directions  to  Pinelake: 

From  1-55  (Drilling  East  from  Jackson) 


1.  Exit  1-55  at  Lakeland  Dr./ 
Highway  25  and  go  East. 

2.  Continue  on  Lakeland 
for  approximatey  10 
miles. 

3.  After  passing  Grants 
Ferry  /  Castlewoods  Rd., 
continue  1.5  mile.s. 

4.  Turn  right  at  the  Pinelake 
entrance. 


Tuesday,  January  23, 2007  •  8.*00  -  11:45  a.m.  •  Pinelake  Baptist  Church,  Brandon 

H:0l)  a.m. 

Kegistration 

Advocate;  Hickory.  Miss 

8:45  a.m. 

Cieneral  Assembly 

Motivating  Leaders  to  Reach 

<#KX)  a  m. 

Bivak-Outs: 

Boomers  /  Adapters 

One  Won  1 

Larry  Mizell,  former  SenK»r 

(Seniors  Reaching  Seniors) 

Corcsuitant  with  LifeWay 

Sonny  Adkias,  former  State 

(Chautauquas),  Franklin.  Term. 

Evangelism  Director,  10:00  a.m 

Break  (Host:  MS  Baptist  EoundatMm) 

pastor  of  New  Hebron  BC  10:.Y0  a.m 

Worship  Rally 

Experiencing  Evangelism 

Music  —  Richard  "Dick"  Baker.  fiirmiT 

Through  Your  Spiritual  Ciitts 

chairman  c^  Mmsii  Mi!iShm<  and 

(How  to  Rewire!) 

1  iwiycftsiN  at  Simthnrritmi  \ifiinaru 

l-ems  Jordan.  foriTH'r  pn»fes.sor 

McKinney,  Texas 

ol  NtTBlS  and  civaiithor. 

.\otiif  k>r  M(c)i  iis.  Here  l>  ,\ly  1  itc  " 

"tir.ind^rarenting  In  tiraci'" 

Speakc'r  —  Bo  Baker  ha--  uvrknt  in 

Baton  Rouge,  La. 

tiwi^itsni  fiv  otxT  45  lawrs  and  ha>  ii'rittcn 

When  Senior  Adults  I’rav' 

the  uvrJi-  to  oifr  l(l>t  and  hunin-- 

Evelyn  Williams,  \olunUvr, 

McKinney,  Texas 

Miss  WMLI;  State  Prayer  1 1 :45  a  m 

AdgHim 

January  11,  2007- 


Thh  Bah  1ST  Rkoru 


You  Can  Respond 
Right  Now! 

Simply  share  the  following  prayer 
with  uod  in  your  own  loords: 

1.  LxHxt,  I  admit  that  I  need  you. 
(I  haxre  sinned.) 

2.  I  want  tormveness  for  my 
sins  and  freedom  from  eternal 
death.  (/  repent.) 

3. 1  believe  Jesus  died  and  rose 
fn.>m  the  grave  to  forgive  my 
sins  and  to  restore  my  rela¬ 
tionship  with  you. 

(I  believe  in  fesus.) 

4.  By  faith,  1  invite  Jesus 
Christ  into  my  life.  From  this 
time  on,  1  want  to  live  in  a  lov¬ 
ing  relationship  with  Him.  (I 
receixre  Christ  as  my  Savior 
and  Lord.) 

"But  as  many  as  received  him, 
to  them  he  gave  the  right  to  become 
children  ofGod,  even  to  those  who 
believe  in  his  name"  (John  1:12) 

If  you  make  a  decision  for 
Jesus  Christ  today,  contact  a 
local  Baptist  church  for  spiritu¬ 
al  guidance. 
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And  want  to  recover  los.ses 

We  Can  Help! 

with  a  guraranteed 
return  of  principal 
Equity  indexed  Annuity 

132% 

First  Year  Guarantee 
O'Mire  FinaacW  Services 

4M  Orckard  Park  Drive 
RidielMMl,  MS  19157 

1,900,8443254 

(i01,9573841 


Church  Odors 

Have  you  ever  noticed  how 
churches  nave  a  distinct  smell  of 
their  own?  I  believe  you  could 
blindfold  most  active  church 
goers  and  put  them  in  a  place 
and  they  could  distin^ish  with¬ 
out  any  hesitation  whether  they 
were  in  a  house,  a  business,  a 
bam,  or  a  church.  At  times  I  have 
wondered  why  churches  smell 
the  way  they  do.  It  is  not  always 
exactly  the  same,  but  generally 
speaking  a  church  has  a  unique¬ 
ness  about  it  that  sets  it  apart.  1 
have  wondered  if  it  was  b^ause 
of  the  many  people  who  have 
walked  into  the  sanctuary  hun¬ 
dreds  of  times  and  held  on  to  the 
n  pew  or  held  the  hymnbcxiks,  or 
maybe  the  choir  smells  from  fre¬ 
quently  carried  and  used  bcKiks, 
or  possibly  it  is  the  commonality 
that  is  in  hundreds  of  offering 
envelopes  that  contain  money 
riven  to  the  Lord.  Many  of  our 
diurches  have  fiecjuent  meals 
together,  fellowships,  wild  game 
feasts,  and  banquets.  The  fellow¬ 
ship  hall  areas  of  our  churches 
have  a  different  cxior,  and  it  is 
always  one  that  makes  you  hun¬ 
gry.  iClaybe  it  is  a  combination  of 
mese  things  that  creates  its  own 
unique  scent. 

Recently,  1  flew  to  Montana 
and  had  the  privilege  of 
preaching  at  their  state  conven¬ 
tion.  Leaving  Mississippi  1  had 
to  change  planes  several  times 
to  get  to  mv  destination  in 
Montana.  The  last  plane  1 
boarded  was  in  Minneapolis, 
Minnesota.  1  found  my 
assigned  seat  and  as  we  pre¬ 
pared  to  take  off  1  glanced 
around  and  saw  people  all  over 
the  plane  who  had  on  baseball 
style  caps  with  an  unusual 
insignia  that  was  not  the  name 
of  a  baseball  team  that  I  knew. 
In  fact,  there  were  over  200  men 
and  women  on  the  plane  wear¬ 
ing  those  caps.  1  wondered  who 
__they  were,  where  they  were 
"going,  and  what  they  were 
doing.  Since  my  seat  was  right 
beside  one  of  tne  guys  with  a 
cap  on,  1  asked  him  about  the 
caps.  He  said,  "We  all  won  a 
contest,  and  we  are  going  to 
spend  a  week  in  Montana  at  the 
Marlboro  Ranch."  1  replied, 
"Really!  What  is  the  Marlboro 
Ranch  r"  He  said,  "Well,  1  have 


Jim  Futral,  executive  director-treasurer 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 


never  been  there,  but  it  is 
owned  by  the  Marlboro  crea- 
rette  company  and  1  uncfer- 
stand  it  is  a  fabulous  resort  area 
that  has  thousands  of  acres. 
Each  of  us  won  a  free  week's 
vacation  there." 

He  explained  to  me  that  the 
ranch  would  provide  social 
hunting,  fishing,  horsebacK  rid¬ 
ing,  or  )ust  sitting  around  doing 
nothing  but  eabng  and  enjoy¬ 
ing  the  gorgeous  landscape  of 
Montana.  Fre  had  no  idea  that 
he  would  ever  win  such  a  trip 
when  he  filled  out  a  little  card 
for  the  contest  when  he  had 
bought  some  cigarettes  and 
decided  that  he  would  send  it 
in.  One  day  his  phone  rang  and 
he  was  told  that  he  had  won  a 
free  trip  to  the  Marlbtiro  Ranch 
for  a  week.  Thev  would  pay  all 
of  his  expenses  to  come,  and 
take  care  of  his  expenses  when 
he  got  there.  All  of  these  folks 
were  winners  but  virtually 
none  of  them  kneu  each  other 
or  knew  anything  about  each 
other  before  the  trip. 

Of  course,  smoking  was  priv 
hibited  on  the  plane,  but  it  was¬ 
n't  long  until  tne  plane  smelled 
like  everybody  flying  that  day 
was  smoking.  The  fact  was  that 
all  of  them  were  going  to  be  in 
the  air  a  couple  of  hours  with 
each  other  with  the  residue  of 
what  they  had  been  doing 
before  they  got  on  the  plane. 
The  further  we  flew  the  more  1 
thought  that  I  was  in  the  smok¬ 
ing  compartment.  While  no  one 
lit  up  While  we  were  flying,  by 
the  time  we  arrived  at  our  desti¬ 
nation  all  of  us  felt  like  we  had 
joined  the  Smokers  Club  of 
America.  Even  though  1  did  not 
look  like  the  Marlboro  man,  I 
was  beginning  to  smell  like  him. 

When  we  arrived  at  our  desti¬ 
nation  and  were  waiting  for  the 
door  of  the  plane  to  be  opened 
so  we  could  exit,  somebtxiy 


hollered  from  the  back  and  said, 
"Hurry  up!  We  have  got  over 
200  smoluers  waiting  to  get  off." 
Sure  enough  as  soon  as  they 
could  get  to  a  proper  area  many 
of  them  got  their  cigarettes  out 
and  were  puffing  away.  As  we 
parted  ways,  me  to  go  on  to  the 
Montana  Baptist  Convention 
and  them  to  go  to  the  Marlboro 
Randi,  I  thought  that  1  had  taken 
on  the  odor  of  the  longtime 
smokers.  While  it  nuiy  have  just 
been  the  scent  that  filled  my 
nose,  1  thought  that  when  1  got 
to  the  folks  who  were  meehng 
me  that  my  clothes  and  eveiy- 
thing  1  hao  was  saturated  with 
the  Marllxiro  smell. 

It  is  interesting  that  Cod 
made  us  with  five  senses  and 
possibly  the  most  overlooked 
and  unrecognized  is  the  sense 
of  smell  and  how  odors  affect 
us  and  stay  with  us.  In  the  book 
bv  Tim  Russert,  Wisdom  of  Our 
Fathers,  he  tells  of  a  lady  whose 
dad,  who  had  now  been  dead 
for  a  number  of  years,  always 
was  sti  protective  of  her.  One 
day  she  went  out  to  cut  some 
bushes  and  picked  up  the 
hedge  clippers.  As  she  picked 
up  tne  clippers  some  protective 
eyeglasses  fell  down  that  had  a 
smril  note  attached  that  hap¬ 
pened  to  be  from  her  dad  to 
ner.  The  note  said,  "Take  care  of 
those  big  blue  eyes."  The 
gloves  that  he  always  used 
when  working  in  the  yard  fell 
down  beside  the  glasses.  She 
picked  tJiem  up  and  instantly 
she  recognizeci  the  fragrance 
that  was  ner  dad's.  Her  father 
had  always  used  Aqua  Velva 
and  picking  up  the  gloves  with 
a  lingering  scent  that  was  now 
years  old,  she  thought  of  him 
and  it  seemed  as  though  he  was 
right  there  with  her. 

It  is  an  interesting  study  to 
lotik  in  the  Bible  and  to  recog¬ 
nize  the  smells  that  you  find 


from  one  place  to  another.  Do 
you  remember  the  lady  who 
Drought  the  alabaster  box  of 

{>recious  ointments  to  anoint 
esus?  When  she  broke  that  lit¬ 
tle  jar  of  ointntent  the  smell 
went  throughout  the  house.  I 
just  believe  that  when  we  come 
together  at  church  there  are 

food  kinds  of  scents  that  can 
e  given  off  that  linger  on  and 
stay  with  us.  I  suppose  there 
are  also  bad  smells  that  may 
come  from  a  rotten  attitude  or 
a  bitter  spirit  that  can  stay  with 
you.  Sometimes  it  is  that  kind 
of  engaging,  thought  provok¬ 
ing,  good  smell  that  comes 
from  a  sweet  spirit,  a  kind  and 
gentle  word,  or  a  gracious  act 
that  just  seems  to  penetrate  the 
air  and  stav  with  you  for  a  long  ¬ 
time,  maybe  a  lifetime. 

Wlien  we  come  together  as 
the  prople  of  God  we  are  to 
worship  Him,  praise  Him,  and 
offer  sweet  smelling  sacrifices 
unto  Him.  It  makes  a  difference, 
for  when  we  do  it  no  doubt 
reaches  up  to  God  Himself,  but 
as  with  most  smells  it  also 
touches  the  folks  around  us. 
When  folks  come  to  your 
church  and  they  leave  and  go 
on  their  way,  I  wonder  what 
kinds  of  scents  have  saturated 
their  souls.  The  next  time  you 
get  ready  to  go  to  church  and 
are  getting  all  cleaned  up,  fresh¬ 
ened  up,  and  gussied  up  to  be 
in  Gi^s  house,  why  not  take 
the  time  to  check  and  make  sure 
that  your  spirit  is  sweet  and 
your  attitude  has  the  right  kind 
of  odor  because  more  than  like¬ 
ly  that  will  affect  pwple  more 
than  what  kind  of  tie  or  what 
color  dress  you  may  be  wear¬ 
ing.  The  odors  given  off  by 
gc^ness,  godliness,  and  a 
pleasant  demeanor  will  proba¬ 
bly  saturate  otfier  folk's  beings 
more  than  you  ever  realized. 
While  we  aH  may  want  to  look 
right,  the  sniff  test  may  tell  the 
real  story  of  who  we  are  and 
what  we  are  really  like.  While 
the  Lord  told  us  by  their  fruits 
you  shall  know  them,  it  is  true 
that  you  can  get  a  whiff  of  a 
thoroughly  rotten  potato  a  long, 
long  way  before  you  ever  see  it. 

The  author  rhay  be  contacted  at 
P.O.  Box  5M).  Jackson.  MS  39205- 
0530.  E-mail:  ifutral@mbcb.org. 


Equipping  Mlnittry  of  tho  Pistor 

by  Jerry  Fite 

WiMii.  PMlor  to  do?  WiMt  is  Mo 

pnmwjr  flMMONT  NR  «  R  iIRM  fOv  fW  MO 
WMif  MmmIi  to  dtoMwor  for  iMltoooiiNfl  l^o 
Foimdilloiiol  Tridho  of  odiat  lo  Miytoh  it;  oc 
Mioidd  bd?  find  out  Iknv  omIi  OrtoHow  to 


Is  Your  Van  Safe?  Send  for  a  FREE  CD! 


Oupuatur  Bus  Ssiss.  t»e  excuuiee  Bu/  Provider  for 
LiftWay  Ckurck  Buoev,  not  only  sells  buses.. .we  keep 
up  with  safety  issues,  legislation,  regulations  and 
insurance  considerations... 
oo  you  can  make  an  informed  purckaoe! 


o- 


JERRY  FILE 


Musnuiyuua 

mvouRmHmptf 


The  Baptist  Recxird 


January  11,  2007 


\MTat  I  ten  you  in  the  darlcness,  sp^  in  the  light  and  what 


ear  proclaim  upon  the 


Mcitthe[\  10  NAS 


January  1 1 ,  2007 


HouwTopt  is  a  Baptist  Record  supplement  produced  by  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board's  Communication  Services. 


AIKARDS 


Wltneasing  Through  Media  Awards  have  been  creat- 
ed  to  recognize  radio  and  video  productions  which  demonstrate 
exceiience  in  message  design  and  production  in  helping  to  bring 
Miaalssippi  and  the  world  to  Jesus. 

Ncqr  4-5,  2007 

Awards  Banquet  on  rriday.  Nay  4,  7-9  p.m. 

Workshops  on  Saturday,  May  5,  8  a.m.-S:  15  p.m. 

(M/Mch  our  Web  aile  for  nnie  btibnnatlon  on  the  workshops  —  www.mbcb.orgt 

Part  Place  Baptist  Church 

5701  Htvy.  80  Cast,  Peart,  MS  59208 


59208 


I  1 1I  tK/>s  It  //  /  HI  (ii\iyiyiin  /  <>/  /  on  />ci  <  \n  (iOHii  s; 


Small  budget  projects  using  volunteers  as  well  as  in-house  pro¬ 
duction  facilldeB. 


Medium  to  large  budget  projects  using  paid  staff  or  outside  pro¬ 
duction  house.  This  »so  applies  to  raldio  stations  or  other  profes¬ 
sional  sound  productions. 

A.  VIDCO 

1 .  Church  Musicals 

2.  Feature  Presentation  (50-60  minutes) 

5.  Magazine 

4.  Commercial 

5.  Promotional  (stewardship,  building  campaign,  etc.) 

6.  Music  Video 

7.  Worship  Service  (broadcast  amd  nonbroadcast) 

B.  AUDIO 

1.  Radio  Program  2.  Commercial  5.  Special  Project 

C.  WEB  SITE 

Q.  BEST  nRST  TIME  EPITRY  . 


/  A/Kl  ri<(H  I  ni  HI  : 


1 .  Each  entry  must  include:  An  entry  form,  description  and  fee. 
Coats  $12  Ibc  per  mtry  (Make  checKs  payable  to  the  Mississippi  Baptist 

Convention  Bovd.) 

2.  A  separate  entry  form  and  fee  is  required  for  each  category 
entered.  DupllaRe  the  entry  form.  If  necessary. 

5.  Entry  fee  does  not  apply  to  workshop  registration  fee. 

4.  Submit  program  in  the  following  formats: 

•  Video  -  DVD,  Beta  SP,  Mini-DV,  or  DVCAM 

•  Web  site  -  submit  address  on  entry  form 

•  Radio  >  CD 

5.  Submit  each  program  entry  on  a  separate  tape  and  clearly 
label  with: 

•  Flame  of  Local  Church  •  Titie  of  Entry 

•  Category  Flame  •  Original  Running  Time 

6.  The  program  should  have  been  aired  or  viewed  prior  to 
March  1,  2007. 

7.  The  judges  reserve  the  right  to  move  an  entry  to  an 
aq>propnate  category,  add  or  delete  categories. 

8.  Ail  questions  must  be  answered  on  entry  form.  . 

Can  60 1  -292-5578  or  check  Web  site  for 
ETftKY  FORM  www. mbcb.org 

Entries  must  be  In  the  office  of  Communication  Services  at  the 
Baptist  Building  no  later  than  March  15,  2007,  4:45  p.m. 

bntiubs  should  be  puulbd  to  ow  or  these  addresses 

Ian  Richardson,  WTM  Entry  Ian  Richardson,  WTM  Entry 

MBCB  MBCB 

PO  Box  550  5f5  Mississippi  Street 

Jackson  MS  59205-0550  Jackson  MS  59201-1702 


9;(X)  a.m. 

Gather  for  Continental  Breakfast  -  Get  prayer  maps, 
assignments  arKi  go  prayerwalk/prayer  drive 

10:30 

Worship  Celebration  1 

Worship  Leader  -  Lori  Schuler  &  praise  team 
Crossgates  Baptist 

10:40 

Testimony 

10:50 

Special  Music 

1 1:00 

"Living  Testimony"  -  Jaye  Martin 

National  women’s  evangelism  consultant.  NAMB 

noon 

Box  Lunches  ($5.  make  reservation  with  Kathy  Bums) 

12:45  p.m 

Worship  Celebration  II 

12:55 

Testimony 

1:05 

Special  Music 

1:10 

Calling  Women  to  Share  God’s  Heart  -  Jaye  Martin 
(HeartCall  Materials  Overview  &  Updates) 

2:30 

Adjourn 

For  more  info;  contact  Kathy  Burns  in  the  wMu  at  kburns®mbcb.org, 
60 1  -292-3324  or  I  -800-748- 1651 


MISSISSIPPI  BAPTIST 

2007  Qudstian  Education  Clinics 


mum 


HighlandAaptist  Church, 
AAridian 

2007 

Ridge<M|s^|^tist  Church, 
March  3,  2007 


Register  by  January  27  kM*  Meridian  and  by  February  24  for  Madison. 
For  more  info  or  registration  forms: 


Disdplcship  h  Faadly  Ministry 
Miasiasippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 
Tel:  1.800.748.1651  or  601292.3287 
&inail:  dhicks9mbcb.org 


Sasic  McNair;  clink  cootdintor 
Christian  Education  Clinics 
Tel:  601.932.6052 
E-mail:  gsmcnair9yahoo.coin 


BVAVOBUSM  RALLY 

TiwBilBf .  Hanaiarj  IB.  BnTrr  •  soo-  ii:4ea.m. 
Plnelake  Church,  Brandon 

p  Worship  leaden 


Dick  Baker  wBuiYMny  aomuwv  Bo 

For  more  Inft):  oontaot  Dlsoliileahip  and  Family  Ministry 
at  gahowaOmbcAi.org,  601-89R-3373  or  l-8CX>-74d-1681. 


Bo  Baker 


1“ 


MlSSISSIPn  BAPTIST 
OIURCH  MUSIC  CONFERENCE 

I 

Mmaiy  1-3, 2007 
Brandon  Baptist  Church 
Brandon,  Miss. 


CoMMHakiMion  Stmicn 
MS  BflpCist  Qmoentkm  Board 
laekmm.  Miss. 


Comtmpoimr^  Gospel  Wo 
Bw— Idw, 


Mdqi  Febn«iy  2 


Sc8ii«I-930u». 
SorioM  I  •  U30  pjR. 


\l  S|\.  1  \ 

\  :  - 1 


Cost  $30 

SFEAKEIt  DiL  RAY  PRITCHARD 
PRESIDENT,  KEEPBEUEVEING  MINISTRIES 
Sponsored  by  HaniatNiig  BC  and  MBCB 
Info:  662-842-6917 


laiiiKin  21-2,?,  20(17 

Piiii'l.ilvi'  It.iplisI  (Juirdi 
l^r.iiulon,  \lississi|>pi 


I  iiiu’s: 

Nmiil  IS  •  ()i)  p  in 

Moiul.n  ')  I  .  I  Ml 
1 ''ll..  .Ml  tin 


E  Life  Conferences 


Tlwradait  Sab.  27 


1662-334-9452)  * 

r/V£  LOVE 
LANGUAGES 
FOR  SINGLES 


mUGU-FARENTINC 


(662-226-3661) 

EXPERIENCING 
FORGIVENESS 
BectyBrcMMX  recording  artist 
and  amhoc  Ra^nond 

“ONE-WON-r 
(SINGU  REACHING 
SINGLE! 

Qenn  ShoiMS,  MBCB,  iackson 

SiM  pjm.  -  Baited  Porno/ 
crai  lUppgf 
Acyoum  -  8:30  p.m. 


(601-83^2597) 

SINGLENESS  WITH  A 
PURPOSE 
Becky  BrtMvn,  Raymond 

‘'ONE- WON  r 
(SINGLES  REACHING 

SINGLES! 

Don  Lum,  director. 
Evangelism  Department 
MBCB,  Jackson 
•tM  M**  -  ChM  Supper 
Aeyoum  -  8:30  p.m. 


(662-289-557S) 


PICKING  UP  THE 

PIECES 
Miss  Chocolate 
GvrenIMSams 
renoMmed  speMfier 
and  author 
.  Picayune 

SINGU  PAKENIING 
DoiDay 
FarrSy  Counselor 
CiyM  Springs 


Supper  Fkiger  Food 


2007 


cc  rs 


Camp  Waukaway  ■  Waukaway  Springs  Christian  Retreat  Center 
■  VDSsburg,  Miss.  (Located  outside  of  Laurel,  Mississippi) 

a  Mississippi  Kids'  Camp  July  9-1 1  ■  Worship 

■  Church  Bible  Study 

□  Mississippi  Kids'  Camp  July  11-13  ■  Hydro-Sports 

"  ■  Waterfront  Spring  Fed  Lake 

□  Mississippi  Kids'  Camp  July  26-28  ■  Recreation 


■  COST  $  1 50 


■  FOR  COMPLETED  GRADES  1  -6 


!,‘  For  registration  information,  etc.,  piease  contaa  MBCB  Conference  Office 
’  at  (601)  292-3304.  For  program  information,  visit  mskidscamp.com. 


2007  VBS  JUMPSTART 


A  VBS  wlwre  heroes  are  made! 

B  IJ•Wl^rtVB82^,  GaimOayC«nlriLwi0«tl(i(toir)lh*gamandhi^|>tfMinlMmhoiirk)bMom0 
^  haroM  botf  on  and  ofhhe  Md  by  Ibcuaing  on  Jaaua  and  folOMfing  God’s  plan  for  lhair  Hwas. 

This  will  be  a  VBS  to  remember! 

Tba  VBS  ampiv  and  cuniculuni  wi  ba  on  dhplay  and  awriabto  for  purchase  lorn  UbMfoy  CMaian  Raaounm 

FEBRUARY  S.  2007, 9-11  ajn.  FEBRUARY  6, 2007, 0:304  pJR. 

Pint  Bapbst  Cbufch,  Lyman  Longview  Heighls  Baptist  Church,  Olive  Brarrch 

14321  Old  Hwy  49,  Gulfport  4501  Goodntan  Road 


QUESTIONS? 

Contact:  Sunday  School  Department 
601-292-3294,  1-800-748-1651  or 


wO 


aboydatunQnfocb.org 


FEBRUARY  6, 2007, 9  a.m.-fN>on 

Liberty  Baptist  Church,  Flowood 
5199  LakelarKl  Drive 

Oh  OtsplWf  St  Uberty  Bspaw  Crwtcii: 

•  Chldran's  CrsAs  >  Prsachool  CraOs  *  Chidran's  Snacks 


2007  Young  Musicians  Camps 

‘SCue  'Mountain  CoCCege  j  ^ 

June  18-22 

Guest  Director:  Lois  Ann  Roberts 
Music  specialist  and  writer 
FBC,  Orlando,  Fla. 


July  16-20 

Guest  Director:  Jane  Ann  Welch 
Administrator,  Academy  of  the  Arts 
Worship  producer;  FBC,  Raytown,  Mo.  , 

RESERVATION  INFORMATION:  Forms  available  in  Noted  Events  Book  or  online  at 
WWW. inbcb.org.  Reservation  requests  are  accepted  by  MAIL  ONLY.  Telephone  reserva¬ 
tion  requests  cannot  be  accepted.  Send  all  reservation  requests  to  the  Church  Musk 
Department,  P.O.  Box  530,  Jackson,  MS  39205,  beginning  Febmaiy  1, 2007. 

QuettioHB?  Call  the  Church  Muaic  Department:  $01-292-3267  or  1-900-748-1651. 


January  15 

CAST  GARAYWA,  CLINTON 


Pastor 

Emmarxjef  Baptist  Church 
Grenada 

January  16 

FMST  aAmST  CHURCH,  WIGGINS 


Pastor  ^ 

Temple  Baptist  Church  . 
Hattiesburg 

JaiHiary  18 

nRST  BAmST  CHURCH,  OXFORD 


Pastor 

North  Oxford  Baptist  Church 
Oxford 


PREREGISTRATION 

REQUESTED 

Serxl  $  1 0  per  person  along  with  the 
names  and  church  name,  and  indi¬ 
cate  which  of  these  three  locations 
you  plan  to  attend 
Send  preregistration  to 
MBCB 

Discipleship  &  Family  Ministry 
PO  Box  530 
Jackson  MS  39205 


9  a.m. 
til  rroon 
COSTi  $10 

per  participant  for 
preview  and  brunch 


QUESTIONS? 

Call 

1-800-748-1651 

or 

601-292-3284 
or  E-mail 

dbrashier®mbcb .  org , 


Uu,  January  1 2  -  January  25,  2007 

Prayer  Minittry  0«ice  •  RO.  Box  530  •  Jackson,  MS  39205-0530  •  Phone  601-292-3304  •  Mississippi  PrayerLine  1-800-787-7729  (PRAY) 


State  Senior  Adult  Rally 

Tlumday,  50, 5007  •  Mississippi  CkDllege 

$1  at  the  door 


Wrfm 

Mte  Eaou  Grace  Eppa^^ 
PucfMs:  Aaron  k  TUfany  Epps 
South  America 


3^/01 

Mka  Laura  Wiago 

Parents:  Floyd  k  Sylvia  l^^ngo 
South  America 


yMi» 

Miaa  lohyu  Kyaar 
Parents:  Russell  4  Melinda 
Kyiar 

Middle  America  a  Cartt)bean 


3NK 

Mias  Erin  DcMan 
Parents:  Guy  k  Cindy  DeMars 
West  Africa 


ENCOURAGE 
ANMKTODAY 
WITH  A  CARD! 


3/1VI5 

Mias  MolUe  Foalar 

Parents:  Mike  k  Miranda 
Foster 

Middle  America 


Charlie  a  Shannon  Worthy 
Western  Europe 


Central  4  Eastem  Europe 


ifism 

Mias  AM^  Hewitt 
Parents:  Earl  4  Ranwna  Hewitt 
West  Africa 


Parents:  John  4  Claudia  Brown 
South  Africa 


3/51/W 

Mias  Grace  Holyflald 
Parents:  Michael  4  Patricia 
Holyfield 

Central  4  Eastern  Europe 


Vl^ 

Mas  AiW  Alexander 
Puenis:  Mark  4  Karen 
Alexander 
South  America 


Due  to  accniily  roaaons  hdl  Muncs  or  region  ci  service  nuiy  not  be  pnbUshed 
Cards  will  be  forwarded.  Pleaae  send  all  to:  Child's  name.  Parent's  name, 
MBCB  wMn  MK  BMulaya,  PO  Box  530,  Jackson  MS  39205 

PLEASE  NOTE:  Church  members  may  setKl  a  package  of  cards  together; 
cards  do  not  have  to  be  sent  uKlividuidly  to  the  wM«. 


1  4.  WM 

i  41* 

I  Hi 

tiT 

January  11,  2007 


iHt  Bahtst  Reioro 


1  1 

|l  S  1  1 

1  OK  1  III  1 

1x1  t  i  )KI )  1 

MISSISSIPPI 

BAPTISTS 


1.  Bucfield  Honored,  ComersviNe  Ctiurch,  Folto  Camp 


2.  Children  in  Action,  Pleasant  Home  Church,  Laurel 


3.  CaNicfc  ordained  as  deacon,  Athens  Church,  Monroe  Assoc. 


Comersville  Church,  Potts 
Camp,  recently  presented 
Billie  Benefield  with  a 
plaque  and  gifts  honoring 
Her  35  years  as  church 
clerk.  Shown  are  Allen 
HanccKk,  Benefield,  and 
pastor  Joe  Epting. 


5.  BSU  Christmas  Project,  Pearl  River  Community  College 


4.  Harvison  ordained  to  ministry,  Pineview  Church,  Hattiesburg 


2.  The  Children  in  Action 
gn>up  of  Pleasant  Home 
Church,  Laurel,  h(.>sted  a 
lock-in  Nov.  10  with  .30  chil¬ 
dren  and  leaders  participat¬ 
ing.  The  childa*n  signed 
Christmas  cards  to  he 
shared  with  the  military. 
Shown  arv  the  participants. 

.3.  Athens  Church,  Monroe 
Association,  i>rdained  Trac\ 
Callick  as  deacon  IXh..  .3. 
Shown  aa*  Har\'ey  Ci>plin, 
pastor  Scott  Johnstm, 
Callick,  Wiley  Morgan,  and 
AMD  Jim  Harrington. 

.  4.  Pineview  Church,  Hatties¬ 
burg,  ordained  Neil  Harv¬ 
ison  to  the  Gospel  ministry 
Aug.  20.  He  is  continuing 
his  seminarv’  training  and  is 
available  for  pulpit  supply 
or  as  pastor  by  calling  (601 ) 
5f'2-0114.  Shown  aa-  pastor 
Douglas  Bi'nedict, 

Harx’ison,  and  Marcus  Kelly. 

5.  For  the  third  year,  a  ga>up 
of  BSU  students  fa)m  Pearl 
River  Community  College, 
led  by  Stan  Davis,  helped 
the  North  Dt*lta  As.stK'iation 
with  its  Christmas  pa>jtvt. 
The  group  cleaned  and 
a'paiad  tovs,  M>rted  them 
bv  age  ga>up,  and  helj.xvl 
distribute  the  toys  to  ,34.'^ 
childa'ii.  In  addition,  the\ 
pa*paas.1  KhkI  baskets-  for 
n7  families,  a‘pa*senting 
C  hristmas  dinix'r  tor  384 

pkv  Sht'VMi  aa’  tlx*  stiidi-nts. 

6.  Wesson  Church,  Wesson, 
oalained  .Albert  VVilstin,  I’hil 
Bnxmx'.  and  Rt>b  (.  hannell 
as  deacons  Non  2b.  Shiiwn 
aa-  lXH>na  WilMin,  Wilstni, 
Cindv  BriH>me,  BrtHime, 
Milda>d  C  hanix'll.  C.  hanix'll, 
and  Mike  C  arr. 

7.  First  Church,  Potts  Camp, 
sent  IS  members  to  Jo 
cleanup  and  fix  up  work  in 
one  of  the  aa'as  struck  by 
Hurricane  Katrina  Nov. 
10-11.  Shown  aa’  the  par¬ 
ticipants. 


6.  Deacon  Ordmation,  Wesson  Church,  Wesson 


7.  Katrina  Mission  Work,  First  Church,  Potts  Camp 


Seminary  Ext.  opens  registration 

Registration  ft>r  spring  classes  at  the  Northeast  Missis.sippi 
Si’ininarx  F.xtension  Center  will  be  held  in  mid-January  in  two 
liK-ations. 

CXi  January  15,  students  may  a’gi.ster  fa>m  6:3()-7:.3()  pm.  at 
Uix’  As.sNK'iation  office  in  Tupelo.  Courses  to  be  offea’d  in  Tupelo 
include  Pastoral  Leadership  in  a  Small  Chua'h  (PM22.58,  $200), 
on  Mondays  faim  6:30-8:30  p.m.;  and  New  Testament  Survey, 
Part  1  (NT.3166,  $250)  on  Tuesdays  fa>m  6-9  p.m. 

CXi  January  16,  students  may  reg^ister  faim  6:30-7:30  p.m,.  at 
the  Itawamba  As.stxiation  office  in  hulton.  Course  to  be  offered 
in  Fulton  is  How  to  Understand  the  Bible  (BB31(X),  $250V-on 
Thursdays  from  6-9  p.m. 

For  more  information,  contact  Michael  Warren  at  (662)  652- 
.3512.  E-mail:  mdwarren^ixie-rtet.com. 


8.  Horacthoc  Chur^  HolmM  AMOcunon; 
presented  the  Christmas  drama  Sleepover  at 
the  Stable  Dec.  17.  Shown  is  the  cast. 

9.  Pint  Church,  Greenville,  held  a  Ladies  Fall 
Fest  entitled  Clothed  in  Christ  on  Oct.  7,  2006. 
Shown  is  guest  speaker  Rita  Sweat!  fmr  left, 
wid>  the  local  M.O.RS.  (Mothers  of 
Preschoolers)  group.  Over  75  women  attended. 

10.  Hillcreet  Church,  Bycam,  held  its  2nd  annu¬ 
al  Pumplun  Patem,  with  a  total  of  345  chil¬ 
dren  visiting  the  Great  Pumpkin  Patch. 
Shown  are  some  of  the  participants. 

11.  Pleasant  Hill  Church,  Uppah  County,  held  a 
Pastor's  Day,  exmessing  appreciation  to  pastor 
Lyndle  Davis,  the  deacons  presented  Davis 
with  a  plaque,  and  the  youth  presented  him 
with  frmt  trees  with  handmade  leaves  with 
notes  of  love  and  appredaBon.  Shown  are  die 
pastoc  his  wife,  ana  me  youth  and  diildren. 

12.  Central  Church,  Brandon,  will  host  Hosanna 
Qiuutet,  Mam,  and  Glorybound  ^artet, 
nuladelphia,7an.  13, 6  p.m.  Free  admission. 

13.  Davis  Road  Church,  Byram,  is  hosting  a 
Moms  Day  of  Prayer  Jan.  20,  9  a.m.-4  p.m. 
The  da^  u  set  aside  for  all  women  ot'all 
denominations  to  come  together  to  pray  for 
die  diildren  of  the  area,  state,  naooa  and 
worid.  For  information,  email  Patty  Rushing 
at  nishingjack69aol.oom  or  (601)  3^-1485. 


8.  Chrislnias  drama  Sleepover  at  the  Stable, 
Horseshoe  Church,  Holmes  Assoc. 


14.  hBung  presented  nvith  Chapel,  Qdvary  Chapel  Church,  Phrehman 


14.  Calvary  Chapd,  Pardunan,  recendy  presented  pastor  Joe  Young 
with  a  small  dupel  on  Pastor  Apprecuition  Day.  Shown  is  Young 
and  the  congregation. 


9.  ladles  FaN  Feat,  First  Church,  Greenville 


11.  lhilor%  Day,  PfaasantHM  Church,  Rppah  Co.  10.  Pumpkin  ftdeh,  HWerest  Church,  Byram 


THI  MfTiO  aArmT  AStOaATION  it 
seeking  retumes  for  the  position  of 
Attocialionai  Missiont  Director.  Metro 
Association  comprises  HirNft  and 
Madison  counties.  MBA  hat  82  church¬ 
es  and  over  70,000  members.  Resumes 
may  be  tent  to:  Search  Committee; 
6S30  Dogwood  View  rbrkway;  lackson, 
MS  39213.  Deadline  for  receiving 
resumes  it  March  1,  2007. 


in  Philadelphia,  Miss.,  is  seeking  a  stu- 
dent^oulh  minister.  Seminary  degree 
prefeired.  If  Jntereited,  piease  tend 
resume  to  mcheadiamOchoctaw.org  or 
call  Mark  Cheedwm  at  (601)  650-9271 . 
■OK  HNl  me,  KME  HAL,  MISS.,  is 
seeking  a  bivocational  worship  leader/ 
minister  of  music.  Please  tend  resumes 
to  Rose  Hill  FBC  P.O.  Box  1  Rose  Hill, 


MS  39356,  attn:  IMorship  Leader  seerch 
committee.  Ibu  may  email  to: 
ebmartinObaytpringstel.net  or  view 
our  website;  www.rotehillfbc.org. 

Fhstor:  Bro.  Eddie  Martin.  * _ 

AUBURN  BAPTm  CHURCH  TUfKO, 
Miss.,  it  seeking  a  full-time  Minitler  of 
Children/Education.  Ail  appiicanis  piease 
submit  resume  to  Auburn  Baptist  Church 
1138  Road  931  Tupeio,  MS  38804. 


FINALLY  AFFORDABLE  HEALTH 
Insurance  for  the  self  employed.  Call 
(800)  541-8196.  Providad  ^  Mega 
Insurance,  www.christumer-int.com. 
NORRM  ROOKBINOINC  COMPANY, 
hK.,  old  Bibiet  rebound.  Alto,  church 
bulletins  and  hymnals.  For  more  infor¬ 
mation  call  (662)  453-7424  or  fax  us  at 

(6621 155^743; _ 

STAINED  GLAS5WCMKL  INC,  SERVING 
MS  &  AL  since  1992^  CallJBOO)  605-29:^ 
rokn  FOUR  AOIES  of  miime  land. 

Perfect  setting  (or  eburrh,  schof)l  .ind/or 
n>creatinnal  area  in  Flownod,  MS,  just 
outside  of  (ackson.  Convenient  and  easy 
travel  to  entire  metropolitan  are.i  Call 
Realtor,  J.C.  Hughes  at  (601)  665-2197. 
CATUNRURC  GETAYYAVi  2  BR/2  BATH, 
full  kitchen.  Walking  distance  to  park¬ 
way,  $65  nhe.  Call  for  information  at 
(251)  666-2175  or  (251)  689-9982  or 
pdiwUworldnet.att.net. 


VOUTN/EDUCATION  MINISTER:  FBC 
of  Hokes  Bluff  is  seeing  a  full-time 
VouthAducation  Minister.  Send  resumes 
to  FBC  of  Hokes  Bluff,  5052  Main 
Street:  Hokes  Bluff,  AL  35903  or  email 


8EBKI  I’S  HOINC,  lACKSON,  Christian 
owned.  All  home  improvements,  vinyl  sid¬ 
ing,  windows,  metal  and  shingle  roofs, 
patk)  cavers,  screen  and  glass  rooms.  (601 ) 
992-2092,  Don  A  Rita  Sebten,  owners. 
Fl^  BAFTIST  CHURCH  OF  CBOSSETT, 
ARKANSAS,  h  seeking  a  full-time  chil¬ 
dren's  minister.  Resumes  may  be  sent  to 
701  Main  Street,  Crosiett,  AR  71635. 
GULF  FRONT  2  BEDROOM CONOO^  Ft. 
Walton  Beach,  Florida  on  Okaloosa  Island. 
Call  Lucy  at  (770)  831-3651  for  more  infor- 
mation  or  email  SCLucyUwmconnect.com 
HOfPER  GLASS  STUDIO,  CUSTOM 
church  windows,  reworking  and  repair, 
Columbus/Iackion,  (877)  477-1899. 


AIHLEY  COUNTY  BAPnST  AKOOAnON 
of  CrotaeB,  Arkansas  is  accepting  retumes 
for  the  position  of  Associational  Missionary. 
This  is  a  kill  time  position  that  coesials  of 
serving  25  churches  in  Southeast  Arkansas. 
Deadline  for  receiving  resumes  is  March  1, 
2007.  Send  Resumes  to:  Search  CommiOee, 
Ashley  Baptist  Association,  1547  Hwy. 
52W,  Crosselt,  Arkansas,  71635  or  email  to 
acba9395Ualltel.niM. 

CHURCH  F^  UPHOLSTERY,  FREE  esti¬ 
mates  Davis  Upholstery,  Quitman, 
Miss.,  phone  (601 )  776-^1 7. 
DISCOUNT  BAn^lSTRiES  A  STEEPLES. 
Baptistry  murals,  heaters,  lighting,  seat¬ 
ing,  wall  crosses,  pew  cushions,  kringl- 
glas,  carpet,  signs.  Church  Supply 
Company  of  Texas,  (800)  728-8291. 
HEALTH  OR  MEDICARE  SUfflEMENT 
Insurance  Too  Expensive^  Call  E.F.  Hutton 
Insurance  today  ...  We  Can  Help!  Toll- 
free  (877)  232-0686. 


Bible  Studies  for  Life 

what's  The  Big  Problem? 


January  14, 2007 


By  Gloria  LoAon 


This  week  we  are  continu-  Though  man  was - 

ins  our  study  in  Creation  morally  upright,  he 
Faith;  Living  by  God's  design,  had  been  given  the  power  of 
Last  week,  we  studied  the  choice.  The  writer  presents  the 
^estion;  "Why  Am  I  Here?"  serpent  as  one  of  me  animals 
This  week  in  our  study  we  which  was  much  more  subtle 
will  try  to  understand  what  than  the  others.  The  Hebrew 
went  wrong  and  why,  as  we  word  contains  the  iclea  of 
try  to  answer  the  question:  exceptional  shrewdness.  He 
what's  the  big  problem?  had  the  power  of  speech  and 

After  GckI  placed  Adam  and  talked  with  his  victim. 

Eve  in  a  perf^  environment.  In  Genesis  3:1b,  ^  serpent 
He  put  one  prohibition  on  asks  Eve:  "Indeed,  has  God 
them.  They  could  enjoy  all  the  said,  'You  shall  not  eat  from 
fcxxi  from  every  tree  except  die  any  tree  of  the  garden?'  The 
fruit  from  die  tree  of  knowl-  tempter  portrayecTsurprise  Aat 
edge  of  gtxxl  and  evil.  When  Goa  should  be  guilty  of  giving 
Gcm  put  prohibitions  on  us  in  such  a  command.  After  this  the 
the  scriptures  we  know  it  is  for  tempter  sought  to  break  down 
our  benefit,  so  we  can  enjoy  life  Eve^s  faidi  by  plantmg  doubts 
as  GckI  intended.  and  suspicnons  in  her  mind. 

In  Genesis  3:1-3  the  writer  When  faith  fails,  the  sure  foun- 
began  to  list  the  steps  leading  dation  of  moral  conduct  col- 


to  the  entrance  of  sin 
into  the  hearts  of  men. 

Though  man  was  .  ^  pent.  He  had  her  atten- 

moraUy  upright,  he  umon  tion.  He  said,  "You 

had  bMQ  given  the  power  of  shall  not  surely  die!  God  knows 
choice.  The  writer  presents  the  that  in  die  day  you  eat  from  it 


lapses.  It  is  ante  a  small 
•teP  from  unhelief  to 
sin  and  disgrace. 

•  When  Eve  answered 
the  serpmt,  she  mis- 

red  Ckxl  by  adding 
word  "touch"  to 
His  prohibition.  She 
had  entered  into  con¬ 
versation  with  the  ser¬ 
pent.  He  had  her  atten¬ 
tion.  He  said,  "You 


mat  m  me  day  you  eat  trom  it 
your  eyes  will  be  opened,  and 
you  wfll  be  like  God,  knowing 
«x)d  from  evil"  (Genesis  3:4-5 
NASB).  The  woman  began 
looking  upon  the  fruit  as  attrac¬ 
tive,  desirable  and  powerful  to 
give  new  wisdom.  Sne  tcx>k  and 
ate.  The  tempter  wasn't  needed 
after  diat  moment.  Eve  took  up 
his  work  and  presented  the 
fruit  to  her  husband,  and  he  dicl 
eat.  (verse  6) 

In  these  three  verses,  we 
learn  the  root  of  all  human  bro¬ 
kenness  and  evil.  With  all  our 
efforts  to  fix  things  ourselves, 
we  completely  miss  the  mark. 
We  need  to  study  the  Bible,  pray, 
and  seek  Gcxl's  directives.  God 


wants  us  to  know  and  keep  His 
commandments,  but  to  Know 
them  doesn't  ensure  we  will 
keep  them.  When  we  are  tempt¬ 
ed,  God  has  given  us  wcxds  of 
strength  in  Hm  holy  words. 

Invars^  7-8,  we  see  the  ser- 
penfs  promise  was  fulfilled 
(jukkly;  instant  perception  was 
^ven.  They  saw  and  Imew  they 
were  nakra.  They  sewed  fig 
leaves  together  in  an  effort  to 
cover  tnemselves.  In  the 
evening  when  they  heard  the 
scxind  of  Gcxi,  they  hid  diem- 
selves  among  the  trees  of  die 

garden.  Shame  and  fear  was 
om  out  of  their  sin.  Their  loss 
of  faith  had  subjected  diem  to  all 
kinds  of  woes.  What  they  saw 
wasn't  as  rosy  as  the  serpent 
had  suggested  it  would  be. 

GcxTpronounced  judgment 
upon  fallen  man  and  the  serpent 
in  verses  14-19.  It  was  because 
of  their  disobedience,  not  the 
plan  of  Gcxi  that  men  had  to  suf- 
ter.  We  eventually  have  to  admit 
our  sins,  and  take  responsibility 
for  them  instead  of  looking  for 
someone  to  blame. 

In  verse  15,  God  tells  the  ser¬ 
pent,  "And  I  will  put  enmity 


behveen  ycxi  and  the  woman, 
and  between  your  seed  and  her 
seed;  He  shall  bruise  your 
head,  and  you  shall  bruise  him 
on  the  heel."  Embedded  in 
God's  juctement  against  the 
serpent  is  God's  first  messianic 
promise,  God's  guaranteed  vic¬ 
tory.  Adam  and  Eve  heard  this 
as  a  blessed  hope  of  redemp¬ 
tion.  Gcxi  then  banished  the 
man  and  woman  from  the  gar¬ 
den  because  of  their  disobedi¬ 
ence.  He  set  a  cherubim  and  a 
flaming  sword  to  confuse  the 
way  to  the  garden  so  they 
could  not  return. 

We,  as  Gcxl's  fallen  creation, 
can  find  assurance  of  our  vicrto- 
x\  over  sin  and  death  through 
Gcxi's  wonderful  redemptive 
plan.  We  should  be  grateful  Gcxi 
takes  our  sin  seriously,  judges  us 
rightly,  and  takes  action  to  res¬ 
cue  us  from  sin's  consequences. 
Through  faith  in'  lesus,  God's 
promised  Messiah,  we  can 
receive  forgiveness  of  sin.  Please 
join  with  me  in  giving  praise  to 
such  an  Awesome  God. 

hoffon  is  a  member  of  Willow 
Grove  Church,  Collins. 


Explore  the  Bible 

Rededicating  Lives 

Nehemiah  8:1-10:39 


By  Tim  Alexander _ 

The  bcx>k  of  Amos  mentions 
an  interesting  carpenter's  tcxil- 
a  plumbline.  A  plumbline  was  a 
guiding  line  used  to  test  if  a 
wall  was  vertical  or  true.  The 
"plumbline"  for  our  lives  is  the 
Word  of  Gcxi.  Many  times  we 
measure  ourselves  to  other 
people  instead  of  the  Word  of 
(kx3.  God  measures  His  people 
to  see  how  "true"  they  are  to 
the  patterns  of  His  Holy  bcx>k. 
Nehemiah  lcx>ked  toward  Ezra 
to  be  the  spiritual  leader  or 
priest  during  this  time  of 
rededication  of  die  newly  built 
walls  and  gates. 

1.  Read  God's  Wbrd 
(Nehemiah  8:1.5-6,9-10) 

Nehemiah  skillfully  led  the 
people  to  build  the  walls  in  a 
remarkable  52  days.  The  time 
had  come  for  a  rededication  of 


day  of  rejoicing. 
Nehemiah  8:lO(NIV) 
"Do  not  grieve,  for 
the  joy  of  Lord  is 
your  strength." 


the  wall.  Nehemiah  led 
the  people  together  in 
an  open  square  where  .  . 

he  had  asked  Ezra,  the  Alexander 
scribe,  to  read  from  the  law  of  their 
Moses.  One  of  the  qualities  I  me  oi 
like  about  Nehemiah  is  that  he  every 
understcxxl  his  role  as  a  leader,  ered 
He  Icxiked  for  Ezra  to  be  the  one 
spiritual  leader  so  he  asked  the  Sackc 
right  pierson  to  do  the  right  job  black 
at  the  right  time.  As  prepara-  india 
tion  for  reading  the  scripture,  it  was 
Ezra  asked  the  people  to  stand,  mour 
These  people  had  seen  the  fessec 
Lord  work  in  an  incredible  them: 
way  with  the  construction  of 
the  wall.  I  believe  their  hearts  3.  Rel 
were  ripe  for  a  revival.  A  per-  (Neh( 
feet  situation  for  a  renewal 
tcx>k  place:  the  assembly  was  Ch 
humbled  by  the  Word;  they  the  hi 
bowed  down  and  worshiped  been 
the  Lord.  The  assembly  began  from 
to  weep  although  Ezra  and  Abral 
Nehemiah  urgeo  the  people  the  f 
not  to  weep,  b^ause  this  was  a  their 


2.  Repent 
Sim(N^ 


nt  and  Confess 
lehemiah  9:1-2) 


Chapter  9 

.  describes  how  the 
Israelites  confessed 
their  sins.  Verse  one  reminds 
me  of  Jonah  3:8  (NIV)  "But  let 
every  man  and  beast  be  cov¬ 
ered  with  sackcloth.  Let  every¬ 
one  call  urgently  on  God." 
Sackcloth  was  made  of  coarse 
black  goat's  hair.  As  its  name 
indicates,  is  used  for  sacks,  but 
it  was  also  customarily  worn  by 
mourners.  The  Israelites  con¬ 
fessed  their  sins  and  separated 
themselves  from  foreigners. 

3.  Return  to  God's  Ways 
(Nehemiah  9*.38;10'.28-29) 

Chapter  9  is  a  summaiv  of 
the  history  of  the  Jews.  Goef  has 
been  faitnful  to  the  Israelites 
from  Creation,  to  the  call  of 
Abraham,  to  the  excxlus  and  to 
the  present.  To  demonstrate 
their  commitment  to  Gcxi,  the 


people  signed  and  sealed  a 
oinding  agreement(dcxximent). 

Chapter  10  berins  with  a  list 
of  brave  and  godly  men,  who 
made  a  covenant  with  God.  All 
of  the  people,  including  lead¬ 
ers  committed  to  separate  them¬ 
selves  from  foreigners  and  to 
diligently  obey  law  of  Gcxi. 

TM  Israelites  were  in  a  spe¬ 
cific  community  with  specific 
limits.  Separation  from  the 
neighboring  peoples  was  vital¬ 
ly  important  to  maintaining 
distinctive  beliefs  and  ethic^ 
principals.  The  Bible  reminds 
us  we  are  in  the  world  but  not 
of  it  (the  world).  Too  many 
Christians  are  immersed  in  the 
worldliness.  It's  time  to  focus 
more  on  Gcxl's  Word  than  all 
the  distracticMis  the  world  has 
to  offer.  I  am  reminded  of  song, 
"Turn  your  eyes  upon  Jesus, 
Lcx>k  full  in  his  wcxiderful  face. 
And  the  things  of  earth  will 
grow  strangely  dim  in  the  light 
of  his  glory  and  grace." 

The  postexilK  community 
had  many  problems.  Their 
problems  were  religious  and 
ediical.  The  best  way  to  solve 
these  problems  was  for  the 
whole  community  to  have  a 
wholehearted  commitment  to 


the  authority  of  God  found  in 
the  Scriptures.  We  like  the 
Israelites  need  to  drink  from 
the  living  water  that  can  only 
be  founclin  the  living  Word  of 
God.  We  not  only  need  to 
absorb  it,  we  must  live  it,  and 
we  must  put  feet  to  our  faith. 

"For  the  Word  of  God  is  liv¬ 
ing  and  active.  Sharper  than 
any  double-edged  sword,  it 
penetrates  even  to  dividing 
soul  and  spirit,  joints  and  mar¬ 
row;  it  judges  the  thoughts  and 
attitudes  of  the  heart." 
Hebrews  4:12(NIV).  Is  it  impor¬ 
tant  to  read  the  word  of  Ckxl 
daily.  As  I  write  this,  Romans 
12:1-2  comes  to  mind. 
"Therefore,  I  urge  you  brothers, 
in  the  view  of  Gcxl's  mercy  to 
offer  your  bexlies  as  living  sac¬ 
rifices,  holy  and  pleasing  to 
Gcxl-this  is  your  spiritual  act  of 
worship.  Do  not  conform  any 
longer  to  the  pattern  of  this 
world,  but  be  transformed  by 
the  renewing  of  your  minci. 
Then  you  wUl  be  able  to  test 
and  approve  what  the  will  is- 
His  gcxxl,  pleasing  and  perfect 
will."  Romans  12:1-2  (NIV) 

Alexander  is  Minister  of  Edu¬ 
cation,  Harrisburg  Church,  Tupelo. 


Guidelines  for  submitting  news  and  photographs 


The  Baptist  Record  is  pleased  lo  publish 
news  ana  photographs  of  special  events 
that  take  place  in  cooperating  churches 
of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Ccxivention. 

News  subrnWed  for  publication  in  The 
Baptist  Record  must  be  ehher  (a)  hpewrit- 
ten,  (b)  neatly  printed  on  8  1/2  by  11-inch 
paper,  or  (c)  neatly  printed  on  standardized 
fonns  provided  by  the  newspaper.  All  arti¬ 
cles  must  be  reoen«d  in  writing:  no  articles 
will  be  accepted  over  the  telephone. 

News  may  be  submitted  electrcxiically 
to  the  address  below,  and  must  be  con¬ 
tained  in  the  message  segment  of  an  e- 
maM  form.  Due  to  increasing  virus  threats, 
no  text  attachments  lyiH  be  accepted. 


Photograph  attachments  are  permissible. 

Ple^  make  articles  corKise.  Include 
the  vriiere  details  of 

the  story,  along  with  a  contact  person's 
address  arxl  tefophone  number. 

Photographs  rnay  be  color  or  black  and 
white.  Instant  photos  arwl  digital  printouts 


are  not  reproducible.  Digital  pnotos  may 
be  used  it  submitted  as  a  JKG  file  via 
either  (a)  e-mail,  (b)  three-arid-a-half  inch 
floppy  disk,  or  (c)  CD.  Photos  must  be 
cl^.  sharp,  and  well-lighted. 

All  news  items  are  subje^  to  editing 
and  all  photographs  are.  subject  to  crop¬ 


are  not  reproducible.  Digital 
be  used  it  submitted  as  a  )i 


ping.  Photographs  must  depict  people. 
No  landscape-,  buildir^-,  or  obj^-only 
photographs  will  be  printed.  News  items 
and/or  photogr^s  can  be  published 
one  time  only.  Deadline  for  submitting 
news  is  one  week  prior  to  requestea 
publication  date. 

Articles  that  are  not  date-sensitive  will 
be  published  on  a  space-available  basis. 
Requests  to  return  phr^ographs  must  be 
accompanied  by  a  self-addressed, 
stamps  envelope. 

Submit  news  and  photographs  to  The 
Baptist  Record,  P.O.  Box  53(),  Jackson, 
mT  39205-0530.  FAX:  (601)  292-3330. 
E-mail:  baptistrecord9mbcb.org. 


. . 


foXIoweaby  the  Fierta 
It  dinner  at  5:30  p.m. 


For  die  Dear 

on  a  Chuioi  Bus  ... 
CalBIUCIaric 
601-7S0-23M  or  <01-MI-«149 


RiteWav  Bus  Sales 

KM*  Hwy  «  StMik  noHM^  MS  31073 


Bibliocipher  \ 

By  OmtIh  Mwx.  1932  •  2004 
cof>ynef»fd  2005 

RLV  CB  XREV,  QCU  ROP 
PCUH,  NUOV?  RLV  PCB 
NUOV  XREV  ERY  ABXHX 
QCUY  PCUH  DBOXBSHP- 
BXP;  EP  EX  CROV  MUO 
PCBB  PU  WESW  RTRELXP 
PCB  DOESWX. 

RSPX  LELB:MEFB 
Clue:  WmK 

Have  Am  cryptognphy  end 
ewfdse  your  Bible  kmudedge.  A 
King  lames  Wrsion  Biile  verse  has 
been  ertcoded  by  letter  subsdtution. 
The  same  letter  is  substituted 
throughout  the  puzzle.  Solve  by  trial 
and  error.  Artswer  to  last  week's 
puzzle:  Revelation  Orte:Ei^. 


15.  A  group  of  10th  and  11th  grade  girls  from  Pint  Chuidi, 

are  shown  decorating  cookies  for  dturch  homebound. 
Shown  are  Diana  Biiatei;  Hiluuy  Gregory,  Brittney  AinswortK 
Jordan  Zilla,  aiwl  Mary  Presley. 

16.  The  RAs  and  GAs  of  North  CairoUton  Chuidw  CairoUloii, 
recer^  held  a  bake  sale  to  raise  money  for  dte  Lottie  Moon 
OiristnuM  offering,  raising  $165.50.  Sho«^  are  the  partidpants. 

17.  Attbura  Church,  Thpelo,  ordained  Chris  Deaton  and 
Stephen  Cantrril  as  deacons  Oct.  2.  Shown  are  Deaton,  pas¬ 
tor  Mvid  Sin^eton,  and  Cantrell. 

18.  Spoken  A  a  ooKTel  quartet  from  Branson,  Mo.,  will  be  in  concert 
at  HopeweB  CImhi^  Crystal  SpriMSr  jaa  lA  in  the  morning 
service;  RayiaorMl  Road  Chuidi,  Raynwod,  Jan.  lA  6  p.m.; 


Wsat  Bad  Church,  Waal  Mat  Jan.  20,  6  pjn.;  Flcst  Church, 
IWMlPoia|,Jen.21, 10:15  ajn.;  Enuaaaucl  Church,  Gieeaville, 
Jan.  21, 6  p.m.  Free  admission;  a  love  offning  will  be  taken. 


15.  GMi  uMhe  cookies  for  church  hoatebouwA  First  Chwdv  Magee 


17.  Deacon  Ordhudlon,  Auburn  Church,  Thpelo 


1.  Ray  and  Betty  Hannah 
%vere  recently  honored  in  a 
ceremony  naming  the 
Miaebi^ppi  College  Food 
Court  in  honor  of  the 
Hannahs.  The  Hannahs 
were  recognized  for  their 
generous  support  and  loy- 
uty  to  Missusippi  College. 
Ray  Hannah  is  a  1958  grad¬ 


uate  of  MC  and  a  native  of 
Forest  and  Morton.  The 
Hannahs  reside  in 
Fairburn,  Ga.  ^rown,  from 
left  Bill  Sones,  Chairman  of 
dw  MC  Board  of  IVustees; 
Lee  Royce,  President  of 
MC;  Ray  and  Betty 
Hannah;  Danny  Rutland, 
V.P.  for  Advancement- 
Alumni;  Michael  Ward, 
president  of  dw  Students 
Ck)vemment  Association. 

2.  ItBlliam  Carey  University 
students  Tankya  Simoneaux 
of  Marrero,  La.;  Laura 
Eubanks  of  Laurel;  Char- 
Lee  Boyd,  niece  of  Tanya 
Battle,  and  Tanya  Battle, 
WCU  nursing  instructor 
and  Carey  Student  Nurses 
Association  (CSNA)  advi¬ 
sor;  stuffed  stodungs  for  the 
Jones  County  Silvadon 
Army.  The  toys  for  the 
stodemgs  were  purchased 
with  donations  gathered  by 
the  CSNA  aiul  will  ^  dis¬ 
tributed  to  needy  families 
by  the  Salvation  Army. 


3.  William  Cuw  University 
will  present  All  Things  New 
Homecoming  2007  19- 


University 


20  on  the  Hattiednug  cam¬ 
pus.  Activities  scheduled  for 
Jan.  19  indude  registration 
from  11  a.m.  until  o  p.m.  in 
the  Donna  Duck  Wheeler 
Alumni  House,  followed  by 
a  50  year  alumni  reunion  at 
11:30  a.m.  and  guided  tours 
of  new  buildings  from  1:30 
p.m.  until  3:30  p.m.  The 
l^C  Heritage  Plaza 
Dedication  will  take  place  at 
2  pjn.  The  new  pictonal  his- 
t^  of  the  university  will  be 
sighted  by  editor  Donna 
Wheeler  from  3  p.m.  until  5 
p.m.  Students  alumni 
will  experience  Carey 


The  Winter  Beauty  Review 
begins  at  7  p.m.  in  the 
Student  Conference  Center. 
Jan.  20  b^ns  with  registra¬ 
tion  from  8:30  a.m.  u^  11 
a.m.  in  the  alumni  house  fol¬ 
lowed  by  guided  tours  from 
9  a.m.  until  10  a.m.  and 
decade  reunions  from  10 
a.m.  until  11  a.m.  The  Bar-B- 
Que  lunch  is  from  1130  a.m. 
until  1  pm  followed  by  the 
Lady  Saders  basketball 
game  where  former 


Homecoming  queens  will  be 
recognized,  the  Annual 
Alumni  Awards  will  be 

Even  during  the  Bar-B-Que 
nch.  The  Crusader  men 
take  on  LSU-Shreveport  at  3 

Sm.  and  the  presentation  of 
e  Homecoming  Court  will 
take  place  during  half  time. 
The  ^atre  department  will 

{•resent  JounW  Bade  to 
940's  Radio  Plays  during 
the  catfish  dinner  horn  4:X 
p.m.  until  6  p.m.  To  register 
tor  Homecoming  and  to 
reserve  a  t-shirt  contact 
Ginger  Toledo,  alumni  direc- 
toe  at  (601)  318^1,  (800) 
9M-5W1  ext.  561,  or 
fl3nger.toledoOwmcarey.edu. 
Tickets  for  fodividual  events 
can  be  purchased  at  foe  door. 
Tkhets  for  all  meab  on 
Friday  and  Saturday  are 
available  for  $20  or  for 
Saturday  only  for  $15. 

James  W.  Wayne,  Ill, 
Corinth,  graduated  from 
Southern  Seminary, 
Louisville,  Ky.,  with  a 
Master  of  Divinity  in 
Christian  Education  at 
Soufoem's  196fo  graduation 
commencement  I^.  15. 


John  fWssIcy  MOTrill,  76,  of  Hattiesburg,  died  Dec.  29  at  PoMt  General  HaeMffCrave^de 
services  were  Dec.  30,  10  a.m.,  at  Highland  Cemetery,  followed  by  a  memorial  service  at  1:30 
p.m.  at  University  Churdt. 

Merritt  was  ordained  in  1954  and  served  as  pastor  in  several  churches  in  Mississippi  and 
Florida.  He  was  appointed  as  a  missionary  in  1964  and  served  in  Italy  nnd  Germany  for  34 
years.  He  retired  as  General  Secretary  of  foe  European  Baptist  Convention  from  1972-1996, 
and  aufoored  a  book  titled  The  Betrayal. 

He  is  survived  by  his  wife,  Elizabeth  Merritt,  Hattiesburg;  two  sons,  Michael  Paul  Merritt 
of  Alexandria,  Va.,  and  James  Philip  Merritt,  Purvis;  sister,  Cora  Joyce  Davis,  Hmi^urg; 
brofoer,  J.P.  Merritt,  Hattiesburg;  and  two  granddtildren. 


